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Lecture V. 
PURULENT OPHTHALMIA OF INFANTS. 


I wovtp now call your attention to oph- 
thalmia neonatorum, or the purulent ophthal- 
mia of infants. 

Purulent ophthalmia is much more fre- 
quent in infancy than at any subsequent age ; 
it is, indeed, but rarely met with, either in 
childhood or adolescence. In infants, it 
usually commences the second or third day 
after birth, and commonly attacks both eyes, 
although I have seen many cases in which 
only one eye was affected. 

circumstance of the ophthalmia coming 
on so immediately after the birth of an infant, 
has led to the supposition that something 
connected with the process of parturition, ¢. g., 
some morbid secretion from the vagina of the 
mother, is the cause of it. But, although 
the great majority of cases undoubtediy 
occurs immediately after birth, yet I have 
known many which have not appeared until 
two, three, or more weeks after that epoch, 
and some which did not appear until after a 
much longer time. And when I mention 
that I have, in one instance, known a child 
to be attacked by 


Purulent Ophthalmia, even before Birth, 
you will, probably, agree with me in thinking 
that the disease may arise from a number of 
causes, one of which may be some such 
secretion as that alluded to, and another a 
peculiar congenital predisposition. 

This ex case I will ta.e a little 
in detail, since, as far as I know, there is no 
similar one on record, although, probably, | 
> = have occasionally occurred. The | of 

0, 


child, when first brought under my notice, 
was six months old, and the mother, a very 
intelligent person, informed me that at the 
time of birth, its eyes exhibited the same 
appearances as were now observable. The 
disease had run through its entire course 
previously to birth, for, according to her 
account, there was no puriform discharge, 
inflammation, or intolerance of light, noticed 
at any time subsequently. The cornea of 
one eye had completely sloughed, the eye- 
ball had sunk, , of course, not the slight- 
est vision existed. More than one half of the 
cornea of the other eye was opaque ; through 
the remaining transparent portion a part of 
the pupil could be discerned, and the iris 
and cornea appected almost in contact. The 
transparency gradually extended, and more 
of the pup’! became accessible to light ; 
hence, though vision was very imperfect 
when I last saw the child, yet it appeared 
to be gradually improving. 

Now, after duly considering how perfectly 

the phenomena presented by the eyes of this 
child agree with those met with as results of 
purulent ophthalmia attacking infants after 
birth, I think that no reasonable doubt can 
be entertained that they were occasioned by 
purulent ophthalmia which occurred before 
birth. 
This is not the only case that I have met 
with, affording evidence of active disease of 
the eyes having been present during the 
uterine period of existence. Some few years 
ago I saw a child, then only two or three 
jays old, the cornea of each of whose eyes 
was opaque throughout and unusually large 
and prominent, so that very little of the 
sclerotica was discernible. The opacity was 
of a blueish-white colour ; there was scarcely 
any irritation about either eye ; nothing like 
inflammation. I merely prescribed some 
palliative remedies, regarding the case as 
one of malformation, and thinking that this 
would probable be permarncat. This child, 
however, when about two years of age, was 
agzin brought to me on account of some 
slight inflammatory condition of the eyes, 
nnd 1 was surprised to find that they had 
assumed a perfectly healthy + eae gtr the 
—— having become quite transparent, and 
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This last case was an example of what is 
usually described as 


Congenital Dropsy of the Anterior Chamber. 


Similar cases have been recorded by 
Juengken, Ware, and others, although they 
are of extremely rare occurrence. 

In the “ Medical Communications,” pub- 
lished in 1790, vol. 2, page 463, three exam- 

of the same affection are furnished by 

r. Farar, all of which were noticed in one 
family. In the two first, the cornea became 
perfectly transparent in the course of a few 
months. In the third, the opacity was more 
dense, and adhesions appear to have been 
formed between the conjunctiva of the upper 
lid and the cornea. The opacity, when the 
child was two years old, was still so con- 
siderable as to prevent any useful vision. 

Mr. Lawrence also says that he has seen 
instances of congenital dropsy of the anterior 
chamber in which the cornea was either 
transparent or only slightly nebulous. Dr. 
Mackenzie does not even allude to the 


subject. 

Mr. Middlemore would seem to doubt the 
possibility of any active disease of the eye 
existing before birth, at least such is the 
fair inference from the remarks he has offered 
on Mr. Farar’s cases, He states that this 
author *‘ has been led into a very curious 
blunder, in having pointed ont as a con- 
genital disease what he (Mr. M.) conceives 
to have been a mere effect of infammntion,” 
occurring, of course, after the birth of the 
child. My own opinion certainly does not 
coincide with that of Mr. Middlemore. I 


think that no doubt whatever can be enter-| pear 


tained that Mr. Farar’s were really cases, as 
he has described them, of congenital disease. 

The cases being somewhat interesting, 
rather briefly detailed, and perhaps not easily 
accessible to some, I will quote Mr. Farar’s 
own account :— 

“About nine years since, I was desired to 
see a child who was about a month old, and 
apparently blind, having the cornea of both 
eyes opaque, so that not the least of the iris 
Was to be seen. My opinion was, that 
nothing could be done in this case, and that 
the child would for ever be blind. About a 
month afterwards, the parents informed me 
there was some alteration in the child’s eyes, 
and requested I would examine them again, 
I then perceived the opacity to be so much 
eee that I could faintly discern the 
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in which the cornea acquired its transpa- 
rency, was, in these cases, remarkably curi- 
ous; the external edge, first growing thir 
soon after became v.ear and transparent, aad 
after this manner the whole surface of the 
cornea brightened up, the centre being the 
last spot that recovered its transparency. 

“Two years ago the same persons had a 
third child born with the same appearances, 
except that the opaque part seemed thicker, 
and that a short round ligament, about ths 
of an inch long, and of the thickness of a 
probe, arose from the inner part of the upper 
eyelid, was attached to the inferior edge of 
the cornea, and, when the :yelid lifted up, 
acted in some measure like an additional 
muscle, by partly raising the globe of the 
eye. This ligament soon began to waste, 


“From having seen the two 
stances of sight restored, and 
appearance of the ligament, I thought the 
opacity of the cornea in this child too would 
soon begin to give way ; but in this I was 
deceived, a whole year having elapsed be- 
fore the smallest alteration took place. At 
the end of a year, tae child seemed to be 
much diverted by passing its hand perpe- 
tually, with the fingers extended, before it 
eyes, and this has been its constant amuse- 
ment from that time. The opacity has slow- 
ly diminished, but much of it yet remains. 
The child is now two years of age, but as it 
ean find its way about the house, and dis- 
tinguishes colours and dit‘erent objects by 
holding its head in a particular direction, I 
think in time the opacity will entirely disap- 


Now, had inflammation existed after the 
birth of these children, Mr. Farar must cer- 
tainly have been informed of it, and would, 
indeed, have observed it, since the first was 
only about a month old when brought under 
his notice ; and of the othertwo, he expressly 
states that they were born with exactly the 
same appearances as the first. 
Causes of Ophthalmia Neonatorum. 

The purulent ophthalmia of infants, as I 
have already intimated, is by some authors 
supposed to be caused by some morbid se- 
cretion from the vagiral mucecus membrane 
coming in contact with the mucous mem- 
brane of the eyes. Others, again, have 
attributed it to the first exposure of the eyes 
to light, ; or, again, to a want of care in the 
management of an infant, such as leaving it 
for some time wet and cold, as is often done 


| 
uni in abont three weeks quite Vanished. 
‘ 
perceive light, and from that period the 
sight progressively increased, and before it|in the hurry of a lyimg-in chamber, particu- 
was ter months old the recovery was com-|!arly in poor families, amongst whom this 
plete. About three years after, another | compiaint is especially prevalent. 
child was born of the same parents, with ex-| It is not unlikely that each of these causes 
: actly the same appearance. Having seen|may occasionally aid in exciting purulent 
the progress of the first case, 1 concluded | ophthalmia in infants. I have known many — 
that in this the event would be nearly the | instances, where there has ‘not been ‘the 
same ; and, indeed, so it happened, in much | slightest reason afforded for supposing that 
about the same space of time. The manner {they ought to be attributed to any preterna- 
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tural discharge from the vagina of the | and palpebre ; nevertheless, they require to 
mother ; and, on the other hand, I have met | be carefully watched, for I have known in- 
with some of the more severe and rapidly | stances in which the symptoms, after having 
—— cases in infants, whose respec- cout*.ued mild for many days, have suddenly 
tive mothers, at the time of delivery, were, changed their character, when the disease 
er had been shortiy before, infected with go- has extended to the cornea, and produced 
norrheea. From this latter experience it is | ulceration and opacity of it, or infiltration of 
probable that gonorrheeral ophthalmia, as | matter between its lamellie. 
well in infants as in adults, is usually some- In other instances severe symptoms are 
what more virulent and more rapid in its | present almost at the commencement of the 
progress than that form which arises from attack. The disease is of a more aggravated 
other causes. | character from the first ; there are enormous 
Not only may infantile purulent ophthal- enlargement of the eyelids and a profuse 
mia be induced by gonorrhoral matter, but | discharge of muco-purulent uid, aod much 
the matter secreted by the eye im the puru-| difficulty is experienced in obtaining a view 
lent ophthalmia of infants will also induce | of the cornea. Uader such circumstances 


the same disease in other imdividuals. | 
have already referred, in a previous lecture, 
to the ease of an infant, who lost both eyes, 
from whom the disease was communicated 
to a female who had charge of it, and who 
also lost both eyes. Henee, it is obviously 
proper that the contagious nature of this 
affection should be pointed out to such per- 
sons as have the management of infants 
affected with this disease. I may further 
remark, as a caution to yourselves, that it 
hes not anfrequeatly happened that medical 
when injecting purulent eyes, 
ve had the matter propelled into their 
own, and thus had the disease i 
This affection is more commonly met with 
in delicate infants, and such as are of pre- 
mature birth, than in these who are more 


robust, and, as I have said, it is more fre-| 
quently observed in the children of the poorer 
classes, particularly in such as evince a want 
of cleanliness, although others are far from 
being exempt. 

Some infants exhibit symptoms of consti- 
tutional irritation, aml beeome very much | 


reduced after a severe atiack ; they are rest- 
less, sleep but little, and have their bowels 
much deranged. 
seen others tutally blinded by an attack, 
without manifesting any disturbance of the 
general health 


Its Progress. 
Purulent ophthalmia in infants, often com- 


at first but litile the matter; the eyelids are 
somewhat swollen, some purulent-looking 
matter escapes from between them, and, after 


On the contrary, | have | 


the result is much to be feared. 

| Usually, however, if we see the case 
| before aay extensive mischief to the cornea 
has occurred, and promptly adopt ener- 
getic measures, we may entertain a favour- 
able opinion as to the result, but still it will 
be judicious to give a guarded prognosis ; 
for, as | before remarked, the disease will 
sometimes extend to the cornea, even in a 
somewhat advanced stage, and when there 
appears but little reason to expect such an 
occurrence, For 


The Treatment 


of purulent ophthalmia in infants, we find 
the same opposite ~eans recommended as 
for that of the variety affecting adulis. The 
plan‘of management usually laid down con- 
sists in the application of a leech to each 
superior eyelid, the frequeat injection of a 
solution of alum upon the surface of the 
jeye, and the internal exhibition of some 
| gentle aperient medicine. 1 have frequently 
heard it stated by surgeons that with this 
proceeding they have always succeeded in 
|arresting the progress of the affection; a 
| statement which, I fear, proves only that 
the opportunities such surgeons have had 
| for observation have been rather limited ; for 
I have witnessed many cases in which such 
treatment has been zealously employed, and, 
notwithstanding, destruction of vision has 
resulted. 

Dr. Mackenzie recommends the frequent 


-| injection of a solution of one grain of corro- 


sive sublimate, with six grams of sal am- 
moniac, in eight ounces of water. This 
solution will be very proper for the pur- 
poses of an injection, but cannot be de- 
pended upon with a view to higher pur- 
poses; and, therefore, Dr. M. further advises 


the} that a solution of nitrate of silver, in the 


ther or nurse probably states, that the child 
has “a cold” in the eyes, and that she has 
bathed them with a little milk and water, or 
some of her own milk, 
considers the affection of slight import: 

: many cases are unimport- 


proportion of four grains of the nitrate to 
the ounce of distilled water, be dropped 
upon the eye once or twice a day; and this 


- 
ceeds more slowly than the same affection in 
adults. In such a case, there appears to bx 
adberent to each other from portions of 
| treatment he has always found productive of 
the greatest advantage. If there be a ten- 
. dency to chemosis, he further recommends 
the application of a leech or two to the pal- 
| ant, and there can be no danger so long as/ pebra, or, instead, the scarification of the 
: the disease is confived to the conjunctiva} conjunctiva. 
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The identity of this affection with the pu- 
rulent ophthalmia of adults being admitted, 
it follows that the same principles of treat- 
ment are appplicable. My practice inva- 
riably is to commence at once with the use 
of some active stimulant. The nitrate of 
silver in substance is undoubtedly the most 
efficacious as well as the most convenient 
stimulant. I have been in the habit of using 
it in these cases for some time past, and I 
apply it every, or every second, or third 
day, according to the severity and urgency 
vf the case. In addition, I usually recom- 
mend a solution of sulphate of copper, in the 
proportion of two grains of the sulphate to 
the ounce of distilled water, to be occa- 
sionally injected upon the surface of the 
eye. The red precipitate ointment to be 
applied to the palpebral margins every 
night, and the internal exhibition of mild 
laxatives when necessary. 

The treatment just mentioned I have 
always found to be by far the most satis- 
factory. It is rare, indeed, that a case ever 
becomes worse when it is efficiently em- 
ployed; and I feel confident that if it be 
resorted to previously to the commencement 
of ulceration or sloughing, those processes 
will be rarely witnessed. I do not mean 
to state, however, that even this treatment is 
infallible; for ulceration and sloughing of 
the cornea will sometimes ovcur, and I con- 
sider them to be less manageable and more 
common in children than in adults. In in- 
fants the vital powers are feeble, and the 
peculiar texture and circulation of the cornea 
render it very liable, when attacked with in- 
flammation, to fall into the ulcerative and 
sloughing processes. In some few cases, 
I have seen tLese conditions come on in 
Spite of the most energetic treatment, whether 
general or local, antiphlogistic or stimulant; 
but, I must say, the consequences have gene- 
rally been much less serious when the stimu- 
lant treatment has been the one employed. 

In the advanced stage, the nitrate of silver 
is the only remedy at ail to be depended 
upon. The advocates of the antiphlogistic 
treatment commonly reconmend in this stage 
of the affection —when further evacuations 
can no longer be thought of, and when the 
conjunctiva has become pale and relaxed, 
and the cornea exhibits an ulcerative or 
sloughy aspect,—the internal administration 
of the extract of cinchona, or of the sulphate 
of quinine. This treatment I think deci- 
dedly judicious, and either of the substances 
may be exhibited at the same time that we 
adopt the local treatment before pointed out. 
The local treatment, however, is in my 
opinion chiefly to be depended upon; to 
trust to general treatment in any stage of 
the affection is to voluntarily deceive our- 
selves, 

In the progress of the purulent ophthal- 
mia of infants, it is common to meet with a 


lids than in that of adults. It was formerly 
the custom, when this eversion occurred, to 
excise a portion of the loose conjunctiva, 
and then, after replacing the lid in its natu- 
ral situation, to ee. to — it there 
by means of a compress kept on straps 
however, no necessity for any “ich opera- 
tion, for it is always found that, as the dis- 
eased action subsides, beth the tumefaction 
and the eversion of the lids disappear. The 
cure will be best promoted by the adop- 
tion and steady continuance of the treatment 
before indicated. Indeed, eversion is but 
rarely witnessed, if the treatment have been 
properly conducted in the outset and during 
the progress of the disease. 

In the purulent ophthalma of adults, T 
before stated that it scarcely ever or never 
happens that any of the internal textures are 
affected. In the variety now under con- 
sideration, on the other hand, such is some- 
times the case, at least so far as the 
capsule of the crystalline ; for I have often 
noticed after a rather severe attack of the 
disease that partial opacity of this texture 
has occurred. Usually the opacity is very 
limited, does not exceed a pin’s head in 
size, and is sometimes less, and is generally 
round, Sometimes there are two or three of 
these spots, which cesemble little stars in 
the pupil, and constitate a condition of the 
capsule which has been denominated cata- 
racta stellata, They, however, according 
to my experience, do not greatly interfere 
with vision, although they are generally 

nt. 

The ordinary terminations of severe at- 
tacks of the purulent ophthalmia of infants 
are by opacity, ulceration, and sloughing of 
the cornea, staphyloma, atrophy, and gene- 
ral enlargement of the eyeball. 3 have never 
seen anything like suppuration of the globe 
in the progress of the disease, but Mr. Mid- 
diemore speaks of making an incision intothe 
eye in some of these cases for the purpes* of 
evacuating its conten’.,—a proceeding ich 
I have never had occasion to resort to, and 
which my own experience leads me to con- 
sider as at least unnecessary. 

Before quitting the subject of purulent 
ophthalmia, let me urge you, whenever you 
meet with a case of this disease, never to 
rest satisfied until you are properly 
of the 


Actual Condition of the Eye, 


more particularly of the cornea. In infants 
this information is sometimes not easily ob- 
tained, for the fissure between the eyelids is 
small, and frequently the lids are tense, ge- 
nerally very much swollen, and often sli 

pery from the matter which is constantly 
running over them ; occasionally, also, when 
you have managed to se them, there 
is still considerable difficulty in obtaining a 


more considerable degree of eversion of the 


view of the cornea, from the quantity of mat- 
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ter diffused over it, and if you wash the 
matter away by injections, the irritation 
thus occasioned causes the child to cry so 
much. and to use such long-continued spas- 
modic eftoris, as to prevent you, without 
using some dexterity, from obtaining the 
desired view. Sometimes, too, the substance 
of the lids is so much swollen that by your 
efforts to separate them you will cause their 
conjunctival surface to bucome everted, and 
be unable to obtain a view of the cornea. 
There are, therefore, frequently considerable 
difficulties to be surmounted before a satis- 
factory view of the cornea can be obtained, 
but these may generally be surmounted by 
due management patience. In such 
cases as are fouw be unmanageable, as 
regards the point under notice, you must be 
careful to give a guarded prognosis; for I 
have known many instances, in which me- 
dical men, without having obtained a view 
of the eyeball, have confidently predicted 
the ultimate recovery of sight after an attack 
ef ophthalmia neonatorum; and yet, on a 
ay 3 inspection being made, the eyes have 

found in a state of sloughing, or of irre- 
mediable ulcera or opacity. Such false 
prognoses, I nee. sot say, have a tendency 
to injure the reputation of any surgeon who 
may give them. 


The next variety of conjunctival inflamma- 
tion to which I shall direct your attention, is 
that of 

Conjunctivitis Pustulosa, or Pustular 
Ophthalmia. 

Pustular ophthalmia differs but little from 
that variety of conjunctivitis which we first 
described under the term simple ophthalmia. 
Its characteristic peculiarity consists in the 
existence of one or more pustular elevations 
on the surface of the conjunctiva. The pus- 
tules are variously situated, but most com- 
monly they are observed on the sclerotic, 
less frequently on the corneal, and only occa- 
sionally on the palpebral, portion of the con- 
junctiva ; sometimes y appear simultane- 
ously on each of these portions, but oftener 
on one of them exclusively. The most 
common situation, as I have said, is the 
sclerotic portion of the conjunctiva, and most 
frequently that part of it surrounding the 
margin of the cornea. Sometimes, but a 
single pustule is observable; at others, a 
cluster of them may be noticed, completely 
encircling the cornea, and causing it to ap- 
pear, as Mr. Middlemore familiarly remarks, 
“as though it were set with pearls.” 

The size, also, of the pustules is variable, 
and usually depends upon their number, If 
only ove is present, it is apt to be of a con- 
siderable size ; if several, they are usually 
smaller. 

The pustules usually contain a quantity of 
lymph, and hence they present a whitish 
appearance, The fluid portion either escapes 
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by ulceration or becomes absorbed. When 
they are very small they appear to contain 
merely a little watery fluid, and are then 
termed phlyctenula. 

Pustular ophthalmia, when confined to the 
conjunctiva sclerotice, is usually a ve 
trifling, unimportant disease, even thoug 
the pustules ulcerate ; but, when the pus- 
tules are situated on the conjunctival surface 
of the cornea, and more especially if they 
ulcerate, vision may be considerably endan- 
gered. The danger arises from two circum- 
stances : the first is, that an ulcer, although 
evidently commencing on the outer surface 
of the cornea, is exceedingly apt to perforate 
its entire lamina, and penetrate the anterior 
chamber, and thus may so interfere with 
the internal textures of the eye as to destroy 
vision ; secondly, an ulcer, alihuagh super- 
ficial, and confined to the outer layers of the 
cornea, may, by reason of the opacity which 
frequently remains after the healing process 
is completed, particularly if it occupy a 
central position, so interfere with vision as 
to render the eye useless. Ik. some instances, 
however, pustules on the cornea are re- 
mo. *d by absorption, and then there is less 
cha..e of an opacity remaining; and occa- 
sionally it happens that, notwithstanding the 
formation of an ulcer, the cornea heals with- 
out any opacity, or, at least, with only such 
opacity as speedily disappears. 

There is always more or less vascularity 
attendant upon pustularconjunctivitis. When 
there is but a single pustule present, the 
vascularity is usually partial, and the vessels 
run in fasciculi; when there are several, 
the vessels are more numerous, indeed, gene- 
ral, and have a reticulated appearance. 

From the unevenness and irregularity of 
surface occasioned by the vascular condition 
of the conjunctiva, and more particularly by 
the elevated pustules, there is usually some 
irritation or uneasiness felt in the eye, simi- 
lar to that caused by the presence of a 
foreign body; the uneasiness, however, but 
seldom amounts to pain. There is but 
rarely any great intolerance of light from 
pustular ophthalmia, excepting when it oc- 
curs in strumous individuals. The lacry- 
mation, also, is usually not very consider- 
able. 

Pustular ophthalmia, though more common 
in children and young persons, is very fre- 
quently met with in middle-aged people. 
From the circumstance that children of 
strumous constitutions are very liable to it, 
some writers have gone almost so far as to 
consider pustular as synonymous with stru- 
mous ophthalmia. It is quite certain, how- 
ever, that pustular conjunctivitis is very 
frequently met with in individuals who are 
perfectly exempt from the strumous dia- 
thesis ; and I would recommend you to be 
especially careful, when you meet with a 
case of it, not to give utterance to any opi- 
nion that shall be likely to wound the feel- 
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ings of the patient, by unnecessarily or 
improperly bringing in question his physical 
character. Every surgeon, too, who has 
seen much of the ophthalmia of strumous 
subiects, must be quite aware that iz very 
many . 1ses there is not the least appearance 
either of pustules or phlyctenula. 

The conjunctiva may, to a certain extent, 
be regarded not merely as a mucous mem- 
bane, but likewise as a portion of the cuta- 
) cous system, and hence we ..ay be led to 
snfer that its diseases will, in some respects, 
resemble those of the cutaneous system, as 
well as those of mucous membranes. The 
form of ophthalmia now under consideration 
may be looked upon as of this mixed cha- 
racter, for persons who possess a delicate 
and an irritable skin, and who ars liable to 
various cutaneous affections, are frequently 
attacked with pustular ophthalmia. The pus- 
tules which are developed on the conjunctiva 
are not, however, precisely like those whic’. 
occur on the skin, since the two textures, 
though analagous, are not identical. 

The resemblance between the structure of 
the conjunctiva and that of the skin, and also 
the circumstance of those structures being 
directly continuous, render the former of 
them very liable to suffer when the latter is 
affected with disease. And in this way, 
viz., by extension of some disease of the 
cutaneous system to the conjunctiva, we 
have not merely pustalar ophthalmia excited, 
but likewise a number of sympathetic oph- 
thalmiw, which possess no distinctive cha- 
racters besides those of one or other of the 
various forms of conjunctival inflammation 
before described. These sympathetic affec- 
tions we shall hereafter have to consider 
under the various denominations of stramous, 
variolous, and other ophthalmiz. 


The Treatment of Pustular Ophthalmia 


is to be conducted on the principles I have 
frequently advocated, as the best for direct- 
ing that of the other forms of conjunctivitis. 
Thave never seen an example of it which 
required either general or local bleeding. 
I always apply the nitrate-of-silver pencil 
lightly to the conjunctival surface of the 
inferior lid, and if the pustule be unusually 
large, or ulcerated, I also touch it with the 
same substance, finely pointed. In addition, 
I merely recommend a slightly stimulating 
lotion, and sometimes nothing but tepid 
water externally. If the margins of the lids 
are apt to become adherent after sleep, the 
red precipitate ointment I also prescribe as 
an application to be used at bed-time. In 
this manner I never fail to arrest the disease 
at once, when the pustules are confined to 
the conjunctiva. In those cases where the 
cornea is also affected, the cure is more pro- 
tracted ; but if adopted early, this treatment, 
even then, is almost always effectual in re- 
moving the disease in a brief period of time. 
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ulcera' some opacity must occasionally 
remain. If there be any reason to suspect 
derangement of the digestive organs, a mild 
purgative must also be recommended. 

By way of illustration, I may relate a case 
which will show how speedily pustalar oph- 
thalmia is capable of being removed by the 
treatment to which I have referred :— 

Miss L., wt. six years, 
but very lively young lady, had, at 

when wes first consulted, considerable con- 
junctival inflammation of the right eye, which 
had existed five or six days. Aroand the 
margin of the cornea, several pustules of not 
very large size were observable ; there were 
also some lachrymal divcharge, and suffi- 
cient intolerance of light to render a shade 
necessary, and she complained of an w easy 
sensation as of sand in the eye. About two 
months previously she had had a similar 
attack, for which some satarnine lotion and 
red precipitate ointment were prescribed by 
a medical practitioner, and which had very 
slowly subsided under the use of those re- 
medies. At the time I first saw the patient 
she had no other ailment, and had never 
exhibited symptoms of serofula. Havi 
drawn down and everted the lower lid, 
passed the nitrate-of-silver pencil lightly and 
rapidly across its conjunctival surface. In 
addition, I recommended the —_ 
before prescribed her to be again re- 
course to, and an occasional dose of calomel 
and jalap to be administered internally, On 
my next visit, two days afterwards, the 
symptoms had nearly vanished, and the pus- 
tules were no longer visible ; only a slight 
degree of vascularity remained, and the 
patient had thrown‘away her shade, which 
had been previously indispensable. I had 
occasion again to see her some time after- 
wards, but no relapse had occurred and no 
further treatment was necessary. 
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POLYPOID TUMOUR OF THE 
WOMB.—THE RESULT FATAL, BY 
SLOUGHING OF THE TUMOUR, 
AND INFLAMMATION OF THE 
SEROUS MEMBRANE, 

Gentiemen :—I purpose, this evening, to 
submit for your inspection a most interest- 


Of course, where the pustule is followed by 


ing specimen of disease of the uterus, and 
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to make you acquainted with the his- 
tory of the jcase, adding such practical re- 
marks as it has suggested to me. 
Mrs,——., aged 48, had been married 16 
roams but had never been pregnant. She 
suffered much during the last two years 
from frequent and painfal micturition, pain 
in the back, pain ia the right groin (the seat 
of which could be covered with the finger), 
irregular discharges from the uterus, a sense 
of prolapsus, and obstinate constipation. For 
the last six months there had been a continued 
discharge of an acrid, watery fluid, more or 
less tinged with blood, and she became 
tly emaciated. These symptoms were fol- 
wed by an haemorrhage, which very nearly 
ed fatal, and I was then desired to see 
- On examination I detected a small 
tumour io the right groin, apparently con- 
nected with the uteras. The vagina was very 
much shortened, and the os uteri widely 
dilated ; a tumour of an irregular character 
had passed into the vagina; anteriorly and 
laterally it had descended nea: ly two inches 
below the uterine orifice, occupying it at 
every point, excepting its posterior sur- 
In that direction I could pass my 
finger an inch within the neck. The pro- 
truded part was so intimately connected with 
the os uteri as to resemble a diseased and 
elongated state of the anterior lip, but a 
ridge could be traced from the extreme edge 
of the posterior lip over the protrusion two 
inches above its lowest poiat. On separating 
the labia pndendi, the tamour presented a 
blue appearance, and was, apparently, co- 
vered by mucous membrane; it felt very 
firm when examined with the finger, and I 
determined to apply a ligature over it. A 
great change, however, most unexpectedly 
took place two or three days after my visit ; 
the discharge became very foctid, which 
was evidently the result of sloughing; por- 
tions of the tumour came away io a soft, 
white, and decomposed state, and I with- 
drew a large mass with the finger. Under 
these circumstances the idea of applying the 
ligature was at once abandoned, and perito- 
nitis having come on, life terminated within 
a few hours. 


Examination, P.M. 


The peritoneum evinced marks of exten- 
sive inflammation; whey-coloured serum 
was largely effused, and soft coagulable 
lymph was deposited over the intestines 
generally. The fundus of the uterus was 
situated midway between the umbilicus 
and the pelvic brim. On exposing the 
cavity on the posterior surface, the con- 
nections of the tamour were found to corre. 

with the opinion formed during life. 
I request you will examine the specimen 
accurately. 

The tumour, as you may perceive, is at- 
tached to the front and sides of the uterine 
orifice; posteriorly, it is connected with the 
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cervix only; the tamour, in common with 
the lining membrane, presents a highly 
sloughy appearance, and a considerable 
quantity of decomposed matter separated 
during the examination. Previously to the 
commencing of the sloughing, the size of the 
tumour must have been as large as an in- 
fant’s head, Both ovaria are in a diseased 
state; the left is converted into a simple 
cyst, containing about half-a-pint of trans- 
parent coffee-coloured Quid; the right ova 
is about (he same size, moderately solid, a 
contains a pultaceous substance of the con- 
sistence of brain, 


Observations. 


We have bere a tumour of the polypoid 
kind, connected with the neck and three- 
fourths of the mouth of the womb by a most 
extensive basis. Antecedent to the com- 
mencement of the sloughiog process the 
tumour possessed a very firm consistence, 
and had it been smaller I should have sup- 
posed it to have originated in the glandular 
structure of the cervix, its locality and the 
peculiarity of the discharges being such as 
would have led me to that upinion. Views 
it as a polypus, the absence of materi 
hamorrhage until shortly before death is 
somewhat singular, The early history of 
the tamour, as already observed, was mark- 
ed by irregular discharges, bat during the 
last six months there was a constant dis- 
charge of serum tinged with blood. The 
tamour has no resemblance to glandular 
structure ; indeed, glandular disease of the 
cervix uteri never acquires balf the size of 
the tumour before you. The symptoms were 
complicated by the ovarian disease, but this 
bad little or no effect over the haemorrhage. 

It may be asked, what occasioned the 
hamorrhage which so immediately preceded 
the fortor’? It may be ascribed to the com- 
mencing of the sloughing process; at least 
the presumption in favour of that opinion is 
very strong. On the occasion of my seeing 
the patient, she was reduced almost to the 
last extremity of weakness ; indeed, at the 
time I made the first examination, the safety 
of removing a large coagulum which lay in 
the vagina, was very questionable, and the 
partial removal of it had the effect of repro- 
ducing the discharge to such a degree, that 
I desisted without satisfactorily accomplish- 
ing my purpose; even had the means for 
applying the ligature been at hand (which 
was not the case), the attempt would not 
have been made, for the haemorrhage would 
have been thereby renewed, and immediate 
death might have been anticipated; life 
was nearly extinguished under the hemor- 
rhage of the preceding day, and the recovery 
from the collapse was still imperfect. As 


there was no hamorrhage after the second 
attack, it is a matter of congratulation that 
the ligature was not applied; the operation 

uodeservedly brought into 


would have been 
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disrepute. There appears to be an im- 
portant connection between the sloughing 
and the depressed etate of the vital powers. 
This is not the first instance I have met with 
of a similar tumour taking on a sloughing 
under a similar state of constitution, 

aod such a change would seem perfectly 
natural in a tumour feebly organised, and 
in a patient ex-sanguine and emaciated. I 
feel doubtful whether or not the tumour 
was underneath the mucous membrene just 
before the commencement of the sloughing; 
for the haemorrhage, recollect, was im- 
mediately followed by foetor, and the blue 
appearance of the tumour soon gave way to 
the changes of colour denoting its loss of 
vitality. Considering the size of the tumour, 
and considering the protracted watery dis- 
charges it would seem highly probable that 
the mucous membrane must have been ab- 
sorbed many weeks before death. But, on 
the other hand, the opinioo, that the mucous 
membrane in the course of absorption was 
the immediate cause of the sloughing, seems 
borne out by a close examination of the 
specimen. You will perceive that the 
tumour has lost much of its substance, 
and presents an irregular surface—that the 
whole of the mass is in asoftened condition— 
that the process of sloughing has extended 
from the tumour itself to the mucous mem- 
brane of the uterus (the proper structure of 
the organ being healthy)—and that 2 small 
tion of the tumour seems to be still cover- 

ed with membrane. It is also worthy of 
notice, that the edges of the greatly-dilated 
Os uteri were perfectly healthy, as well as 
the coverivgs of the vagina iiself. The re- 
sult of the decomposition of the tumour was 
very soon manifested upon the serous mem- 
brane, and a fatal form of peritonitis came 
on in a few days after the commencement of 
the sloughing. It is not, however, the serous 
membrane only which is liable to suffer from 
decomposed animal matter ; the mucous sur- 
faces and the lining membrane of the veins 
and arteries may equally take on ioflamma- 
tory action. I have seen several such in- 
stances. Intwo of them the veins of the 
lower extremities were inflamed, constituting 
phlegmasia dolens ; one patient ultimately 
recovered, the other died; in a third, the 
mucous membrane throughout the intestinal 

canal inflamed, and the mouth became ap- 
thous. After a long illness the patient died 

just when the uterus had nearly recovered 
its natural healthy appearance, The effect 

of the sloughing process will be regulated 

partly by the size and situation of the decom- 

posing body, but mainly by thelgeneral state 

of the system; the discharges cannot, of 

course, be entirely prevented from accumu- 

lating in the womb, and their absorption is 

an inevitable consequence, the womb being, 

in all large tumours, much dilated, and the 

vessels greatly enlarged. It is an admitted 


substances is generally in proportion to the 
existing depression of the vital powers ; 
thus, fever and phlebitis, arising from the 
absorption of decomposed placental struc- 
tures, will ve infinitely more dangerous 
in persons debilitated from a previous ute- 
rine hemorrhage, than in persons of unim- 
paired constitution. 

The case which I have this evening 
brought before you, is interesting to every 
practitioner of medicine ; we learn this im- 
portant truth, that by delaying the applica- 
tion of the ligature, we not only incur great 
losses of blood, but a defective nutrition of 
the system generally, which may extend (as 
in the instance in question) to the polypoid 
structures, and prove mortal. The case af- 
fords us another proof tbat anenfeebled state 
of constitution is nosafeguard against acute 
inflammation. When the sloughing process 
is establfbed, our object should be to sus- 
tain the vital energies, to disinfect the dis- 
charges, and to prevent them from accumu- 
lating in the uterus and vagina, We accom- 
plish the former by means of a nutritious 
diet, and medicines of a stimulating kind 
(notwithstanding the existence of infamma- 
tion), the latter by disiafecting and stimu. 
lating applications. 

Having laid before you the melancholy de- 
tails of this case, let me now allude to the ap- 
plication of the ligature in a somewhat similar 
case of non-pediculated tumour of the womb, 
apparently of a desperate nature. A large 
tumour, of a fibrous structure, occupied the 
vagina so closely as to make it very doubt- 
ful whether the ligature could be applied. 
It was impracticable to feel any stem ; the pa- 
tient had sustained great discharges of blood, 
and for some time the stomach had ceased 
to retain food, and the cellular tissue was 
loaded with serous effusion. At the time of 
the operation she was losing blood very 
copiously ; the pulse was excessively feeble, 
and a Bmall quantity of brandy was imme- 
diately rejected. Afier much delay and 
difficulty I contrived to get the ligature 
beyond the greatest cireumference of the 
tumour, and it is a remarkable fact that, on 
tightening it,the vomiting ceased immedi- 
ately, and never returned, notwithstanding 
the patient had been harassed by it for some 
weeks previously. The increased supply 
of blood to the brain atonce tranquillised the 
stomach; the fibrous tumour (without a 
stem) came away within the week, and the 
patient was rapidly restored to health. Re- 
flect upon this case, and never abandon hope, 
ander similar circumstances, but with the 
extinction of life. 

[In Dr. Ingleby’s first clinical lecture an 
inaccuracy appears in reference to Mr. 
Coley’s case of hamorrbage. It is there said 
that pains came on in three hours and fifty 
minutes after the rupture of the membranes, 
and the exhibition of the of rye. 


fact, that the absorption of contaminated 


Such, however, was not the ; uterine 
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occupied three hours. } 


MISCELLANEOUS CONTRIBUTIONS 


To 
PATHOLOGY THERAPEUTICS, 


By James Ricuarp Suytu, M.D. 
No, IV; 
RHEUMATIC FEVER, 


WITH RHEUMATIC PERICARDITIS AND PLEU- 
RITIS.— BLEEDING IN STRUCTURAL DISEASE 
THE HEART.—REMEDIAL EMPLOYMENT 


or 
OF MERCURY. 


Oct. 16, 1836, Mr. P———., aged 46, ex- 
ceedingly emaciated, has suffered more or 
less from rheumatism for the last six years. 
Of late he bas been, for the greater part of 
his time, confined to bed, in consequence of 


and stiffoess of his limbs and joints. 

ad a severe attack of inflammation in the 
chest about six months ago, which his me- 
dical attendant considered to be pleurisy, 


and treated as such. Towards the close of 


that attack he was suddenly seized with 
profuse hematuria, which had almost 
proved fatal. He states, that at least be- 
tween two and three pints of dark-coloured 
blood were passed by the urethra. Since 
that time up to the present he has not been 
able to quit his bed. 

A few days ago, after having experienced 
a slight chill, he was attacked by acute 
pain in the region of the heart, accompanied 
by some dyspnoea, and considerable aggra- 
vation of the pains and stiffness of his joints 
and limbs, which symptoms still continue 
unabated ; at present he lies upon his back, 
aod cannot alter his position without in- 
creasing all bis pains; pulse above 200, 
full and starting, but not hard; respiration 
slightly accelerated; heat of surface but 
little increased ; tongue moist ; bowels open ; 
the left side of the chest does not dilate so 


freely on inspiration as the right, and. 


DR. SMYTH’S CASE OF PERICARDITIS. 


action commenced at the end of forty 
minutes, and the process of parturition, in- 
cluding the expulsion of the placenta, only 
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Twelve drops of the tinctare of digitalis 
every sixth hour in salioe mixture, 

18. Twoo’clock,r.m. Spent a better night, 
and could breathe with more freedom after 
the bleeding. The symptoms, local and 
general, are now much the same as at last 
visit. Pulse 120, starting and somewhat 
more resisting; bowels have been well 
freed ; some complaint of thirst: no con- 
gestion of the cheeks or lips. Venesection 
to xvi; blood exceedingly cupped and 
buffed, its serum abundant, and its crassa- 
mentum small in quantity and remarkably 
deficient in red globules, Continue tinct. 
of digitalis. 

19. Two o'clock, p.m. Had a restless bad 
night ; shortly after the bleeding yesterday, 
an increased difficulty of breathing was 
experienced, which continued for some 
hours ; at present the general symptoms are 
much the same as yesterday, but a remark- 
able difference is now appreciable in the 
state of the local phenomena; the dilatation 
of the left side of the chest is still consider- 
ably restrained, and the resonance, on per- 
cussion over its two inferior thirds, both 
anteriorly and posteriorly, is abnormally 
dull; in the middle posterior third and 
towards its lateral aspect the respiratory 
murmur (if any exist) is completely masked 
by a dry, cvarse, superificial, friction-like 
sound, which is simultaneous with the ele- 
vation and depression of the walls of the 
chest; to the ear of the auscultator it com- 
municates the impression precisely as if two 
pieces of coarse paper rubbed loosely against 
each other during these respiratory acts; 
he complains much of pain in the precordial 
region, and in his shoulders and knees; 
pulse increased in rapidity, full and start- 
ing ; bowels rather confined ; skin moist; 
and urine little altered either in quantity or 
qaality. A carthartic draught at onge; a 
blister to the painful part in the ovlking 
Continue the digitalis. 

21. Ove o'clock, p.m. The blister rose 
well, and afforded a temporary alleviation 
of the precordial pain; but he has spent 
two bad and sleepless nights; at present 
there is considerable dyspnoea, with slight 
dry cough; face pale and anxious, and he 


throughout its whole extent the resonance, | complains much of vertigo and nausea, with 


ussion, is rather duller than nateral,| anorexia and thirst; pulse 130, and some- 


the respiratory murmur is but faintly | what less full and starting; he complains 


audible ; in the precordial region, the re-| 
sonance, on percussion, is unusually dull,and | 
the pain is chiefly confined to that part; the 
action of the heart is pretty regular, but 
abrupt, and accompanied by a bruit de 
souffiet ; its impulse is not increased. Ve- 
Saeeeeee blood much cupped and 


Calomel, iij grains ; 

Aantim, er, iij grains ; 
Col, extract, 

"ae taken at cathartic 

draught ia four hours, 


much of pain in the region of the heart, 
stretching in every direction over the extent 
of a foot, and becoming considerably aggra- 
vated from pressure on the intercostal spaces 
above the left mamma, and along the ad- 
joining margin of the sternum, and upwards 
on the left hypochondrium; the peculiar 
friction-like sound ia respiration, which was 
present at last visit, has since disappeared, 
and is displaced by a faint, dull, distant 
murmur, not unlike the brief, stifled sound 
which characterises pulmonary cedema. 
Omit the digitalis, but repeat the blister:— 
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Calomel, xvi grains ; 
Opium, ij grains ; 
Aromatic ion, sufficient to make 

One every sixth hour. 

or barley-water to be drunk | 
freely. 

23. Three o'clock, p.s. The blister rose 
well, and the pain of the precordial regi 
is much abated. He has taken seven of the 
pills, but no tenderness of the gums or spe- 
cific mercurial action is as yet apparent in 
the system; he has perspired rather freel 
during the last two nights, and he has nee 
rienced considerable pain of head with some 
delirium on going to sleep. Present con- 
dition as follows:—Skia and tongue moist ; 
bowels free ; slight pain of head ; pulse not 
so frequent or so full as at last visit ; action, 
sounds, and impulse of heart as before; 
slight dry cough, with increased dyspocea, 
and considerable prostration; in the pos- 
both sides of the 
chest, the resonance, percussion, is now 
abnormally dull ; and, in e the left side, the 
respiratory murmur is completely extin- 
guished, but higher up it is still audible, 
in the right side, in this situation affording 
a dall resonance ; but acute twinging pain is 


distinctly audible ; this sound is loudest at rhoea aad 


the centre and most convex part of the 
thorax, and it gradually becomes faint and 
lost in all directions,as you depart from that 
poiat; a distinct interruption, too, is ob- 
served to take place tn it, ccirespunding with 
the of transition from the inspiratory 
to act, and during the latter 
of t ap is more prolonged and 

the calomel pills 
a blister to the paia- 


of the pills, and has 
diarrhea, rather profuse, commenced 


» fnid, and very offensive ; pulse 108, 
soft, and less starting; tongue and skio 
moist; urine but little altered from natural ; 
gums turgid and tender; considerable pros- 
tration, with some oedema of the feet and 
ancles; the peculiar friction-like sound is 
still present, but it is faint and circum. 
seribed ; still some complaint in 
the precordial regioa. A blister to pre- 
cordial region; red wine 2 er to 
sixth bour, while the diarrheeacon- 

tinues urgent, a tablespoonfal of an ager 
of cate composed 

of catechu. ; to drink freely also of 


27. Two o'clock, p.m. Condition, in al] 
respects, much improved since last visit, 
The febrile symptoms have almost 
sea cuesi, have entirely ceased ; 
alter his position in bed, and move his — 
now in all directions, without pain or in- 
convenience, which, he states, he has not 
been able to do for the last six months ; the 
oedema of the feet and ancles has subsided ; 
pulse 100, less full, but still slightly start- 
| ing; no dyspnoea, and respiratory murmur, 
anteriorly, over the whole extent of both 
sides of the chest, now clear and natural, 
The patient appearing disinclined to be 
moved, we did not therefore disturb him to 
examiue the back part of the chest. He has 
taken the astringent mixture, wine, and 
beef-tea regularly, but the diarrhora still con- 
tinues, accompanied by severe and painful 
tenesmus. The alvine evacuations are still 
watery and offensive, but of a more natural 
colour; he is not, however, losing, but on 
the contrary gaining strength. Intermit the 
astringent mixture, but continue the wine 
and beef-tea; and let him have five grains 
of opium ia the form of suppositery imme- 
diately, and to be repeated in eight hours if 
the tenesmns be still urgent. 

30. Four o'clock, rp. m. Very manifest 
improvement during the last three days. 
He is rapidly gaining strength; the diar- 
tenesmus have nearly ceased, and 
he has been out of bed trying, with the 
assistance of the arm of his ourse, to 
walk about his chamber; gums tender, 
but no ptyalism; appetite considerable; 
and he sleeps weil. Llatermit the wine, but 
continue the beef-tea, and let him have 
a mutton-chop also, with a little porter 


Nov. 4. Eleveno’clock, a.m. This morn- 
ing the patient has no complaiat to make, 
but of the tenderness of his cams, which he 
says prevents him from eating so much as 
he could wish; he continues to gain strength 
and flesh, and he speaks of sitting up for an 
hour or two to-morrow. Cootinue diet 


regimen. 

15. Our patient having been so much im- 
proved at our last visit, we did not consider 
it necessary to see him again for some time, 
and, when we cailed to-day, the short report 
of his condition runs thus :—Found him at 


becoming ; 

ercise in his room, and he says he intends to 
ventare out of doors ina day or two; he —~ 
takes no medicine for the last fortuight, and 
considers himself cured. The only trace 
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‘ 
experienced, and throughout its whol 
extent. a dry friction-like sound, in a 
respects similar to that which has jast di 
| daily. 
ful part. 
B 25. One o'clock, rp. The blister rose 
well, a 
has ta 
drank 
visita 
Tas | 
continued more or less severe up to the | 
sent time; the injections are dark-co-| 
inper, he heartily, sleeps Well, 
is free from pain in all parts; he expresses 
himself as being quite comfortable ; he is 
\of disease now appreciable is a slight re- 
straint in the dilatation of 
results, perhaps, from the presence 
hesions uniting the pulmonary and costa : 
pleura ; the respiratory murmur is audible 


at all points of the chest, both anteriorly 
and posteriorly, but somewhat weaker 
than natural; the pulse still retains, in a 
considerable degree, its starting character, 
and ranges between 95 and 100; the action 
of the heart is pretty regular, but its sounds 
are sharp, louder, more abrupt, and more 
diffased than natural, and the first sound 
is accompanied by a sonorous bruit de 


soufflet, 

Of this patient we heard no more until 
the following May, when we were grieved 
to leara, from his subsequent medical attend- 
ant, that at the commencement of the pre- 
ceding month he had a retura of the rhea- 
matic fever aod inflammatory affection of 
the chest, accompanied, after a few days, 
a profuse hematuria, which proved 


Remarks.—The case which bas now been 
related, although, from the absence of its 
anatomical characters, it is rendered less 
satisfactory, and, of course, somewhat less 
interesting, we are disposed to think, pre- 
sents a nts of considerable practical 

herefore, deserving of some 
attention. The diagnosis, netwithstanding 
that it was formed, necessarily, frem the 
complicated symptoms of a plurality of dis- 
eases, was not a matter of much difficulty ; 
we did not hesitate on a first, and but a 
cursory examination, is pronouncing the case 
to be one of rheumatic fever with rheumatic 
pericarditis and pleuritis; aod, morever, 
that these acute and inflammatory affections 
had supervened upon organic lesion of the 
heart, of previous and not very recent de- 
velopment. An early acquaintance with 
this latter fact was, obviously, of mach im- 
— as it enabled us to perceive that, 
this source, a deceptive frequency, aod 

false pyrexial character, were 
to the pulse, and an exaggerated intensity 
to the general excitement. It was evident, 
indeed, that in consequence of this circula- 
tory lesion, the velocity of the pulse was 
permanently increased at least twenty beats, 
and, under such circumstances, in the appli- 
cation of remedial means, more particularly 
venesection, for the cure of the rheumatic 
disorder, it was necessary to be aware that 
the pulse was in some mechanical, 
and not liable to be lowered, or influenced, 
by this measure in the manner which gene- 
rally obtains in simple inflammatory affec- 


We do not know whether others may 
have made the observation, but we certainly 
think it has occurred to us to remark the 
difficalty with which syncope is induced by 
bloodletting, or otherwise, when the heart 
is structurally diseased ; and the correct- 
ness of the observation woeld appear to be 
corroborated by the fact that fainting, which 
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is, under the conditions of disease in ques- 
tion, at all times a serious and not unfre- 
quently a fatal vecurrence. Nature, con- 
scious, it would seem, of some inability to 
re-establish the action of the heart, is, there- 
fore, reluctant in permitting it to undergo a 
pause, In illustration, in some respects, of 
these $ we may mention, that we well 
recollect a case which we witnessed some 
years ago io the Royal Infirmary of Edin- 
burgh, and which at the time made no plea- 
sant impression on oar mind. A young girl, 
who had been for some time under treat- 
went for a secondary attack of rheumatism 
and pericarditis, with pre-existent hyper- 
trophy and dilatation of the heart, together 
with valvular induration and morbid brait, 
had recovered so far, from her rheumatic 
seizare as to be considered convalescent. 
We had seen ber, and had examined the 
morbid sounds of the heart, during the phy- 
sician’s round in the morning. Towards 
the evening of the same day, it appeared 
that she first experienced a slight rigor, 
with an accession of fever, and a return of 
the symptoms of rheamatism and pericar- 
ditis. Under these circumstances the clerk 
of the ward (cow a physician of some dis- 
tinction in this country), in the absence of 
better experience, had recourse to a large 
bloodletting, which was immediately fol- 
lowed by severe dyspnoea, precordial dis- 
trees, palpitations, paleness, with anxiety 
and collapse of countenance, and coldness of 
the extremities ; in short, with every sign 
of prostration of circulation, which termi- 
nated fatally in two hours. This case cer- 
tainly made an unusual impression on our 
mind, and we have never entertained a doubt 
bat that the immediate cause of the patient's 
precipitate dissolution, was the unguarded 
use of the lancet, under a state of embarass- 
ment of the circulation consequent upon 
organic disease of the heart. 

In the case of P—s, as we have seen, 
after the second bleeding, there was some 
threa of a trace of symptoms similar 
to those which announced the dissolution of 
the girl. And have we not some reason to 
think, that the loss of a few ounces more of 
blood might have been attended with re- 
sults not less lamentable in the one case 
than the other ? 

The paio, more or less acate and perma- 
nent, in the precordial region; the pain on 
pressure in the corresponding ee 
spaces, and along the adjoining margin of 
the sternum, and, upwards, in the left hy- 
pochondriam ; together with the dyspnoea, 
the anxiety, the pyrexia, and the pecaliar 
starting character of the pulse, with the in- 
crease in theintensity and extent of the bounds 
of the heart,—and we may also include the 
bruit de soufftet,—formed an assemblage of 
symptoms from which we could scarcely 
» | hesitate to infer the a of 
ditis. We know, however, that is 
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—,) any disease, as regards its diagnosis, 
puzzling to the practitioner, and, 
aetna too, as we have seen, to the 
peevish emaciated patient, than inflammation 
of the pericardium, especially chronic, and, 
more correctly speaking, recurrent. And 
why is this the case? The circumstance, 
we conceive, must be attributed more to 
the nature of the seat, and the indistinct- 
ness, for the most part, of the symptoms of 
the complaint, than to the rarity of its 
occurrence. For amongst the rural popu- 
lation, those especially whose occupations 
necessarily expose them much to wet and 
cold, the affection, according to some oppor- 
tunity we have had of observing, would 
really appear to be rather frequent; more 
80, we are satisfied, than many might be 
asposed to admit. During the autumn 
and winter—we will venture to assert— 
there are few of our brethren ia extensive 
practice in the country who are not in the 
almost daily habit of prescribing for this 
disease. But whether under correct diag- 
nosis, or otherwise, it is not for us to say. 

The subject of the case which has sug- 
gested these remarks, was a farmer, and 
we had two others, very similar, uoder our 
care at the same time. 

In referring to the writings of the less 
modern authors,—to those of Boerhaave, Sy- 
denham, Van Swieten, for instance,—on 
rheumatism, it is a matter, it appears to us, 
for congratulation, to find how much the 
remedial efforts of the physician of the pre- 
sent day are assisted through the salutary 
controul which mercury, jadiciously ad- 
ministered, evidently exercises over this 
harassing disease ; and it is not frequently, 
perhaps, during its alterative administration, 
that we have an opportunity of witnessing a 
better instance of the simultaneous develop- 
ment of its physiological and therapeutic 
effects, than in the case now under con- 
sideration. In not many hours, as we have 
seen, after the patient’s gums had become 
tender, and his system generally had expe- 
rienced the specific influence of the medi- 
cine, he found himself, to bis no little sur- 
prise, released trom his pains, and com- 

tely cured of his inveterate disorder. 

e, certainly, would be slow in distrusting 
the correctness of any medical principle or 
doctrine supported by such authority as 
that of Sir Astley Cooper, yet with regard 
to the manner, that is to say, the time, dur- 
ng which, in the treatment of the different 
forms of syphilitic disease, this eminent 
surgeon has recommended the administra- 
tion of mercury to be continued, we have 
never, in any case, found it necessary fully 
to adopt his instructions. Sir Astley states 
in his lectures, that for the cure of primary 
ulcer it is necessary to continue the ad- 
ministration of mercury during ove month ; 
for secondary symptoms six weeks; and for 
anaffection of the bones two months orlonger. 


Now, when we examine, with due atten- 
tion, a large number of facts relative to the 
sanative action of mercury upon syphilis 
which have come within the scope of our 
own observation, we have sufficient grounds, 
we conceive, for entertaining the belief 
that the foregoing rules for the mercurial 
treatment of lues are too unconditional, and 
countenance, we have no doubt, what, ina 
great many instances, must be a superfu- 
ous administration of the remedial speci- 
fic. We have notes of a large number of 
cases, in which we have witnessed per- 
manent cures of syphilitic ulcers of some 
weeks standing, both of the genitals and of 
the pharyox, accompanied, not unfrequently, 
with cutaneous eruption, by twelve, and, 
occasionally, eight, blue pills, of five grains 
each, administered one each night at bed- 
time. Frequently, too, have we observed a 
similar effect from six drachms of the 
strong mercurial ointment rubbed upon the 
inner part of the thighs, one drachm each 
night. We are acquainted with a gentleman 
who has been four times cured, within the 
last six years, of syphilitic ulcer and erup- 
tion, and at no time has he found it neces- 
sary to take more than ten or twelve blue 
pills (} gr. of opiam in each), until his gums 
were ma:i¢ tender, and the healing process 
commenced in the ulcers. What, we will 
ask, must have been the consequence to the 
constitution of this patient, if, instead of the 
short time duriug which the mercury, in each 
instance, was administered, its use had been 
continued for the space of a month? Great 
impairment, no doubt ; and we koow that 
this gentleman is at present in the enjoy- 
meat of perfect health. 

We have paid some attention, having con- 
sidered it a point of much practical moment, 
to the physiological changes, both generall 
in the system and locally in the sore, whic 
appear to characterise the mercurial altera- 
tive action. No medicinal substance, when 
it agrees with the constitution of the indi- 
vidual, and is received into the circulation, 

sses the power of communicating 
such a stimulus to the capillary vessels, 
and to the entire of the organic functions, 
that mercury unquestionably does. lodine, 
it is obvious, lends its aid chiefly to the 
function of absorption ; and arsenic, perhaps, 
we might say, shows a bias for that of nutri- 
tion; iron evidently exhausts its medicinal 
virtues ia improving the condition of the 
blood, but mercury, more general in its 
operation, gives an almost equal im- 
pulse to the whole of the vital functions ; 
circulation (capillary), exhalation, secretion, 
nutrition, and ; all are, more or 
less, urged and excited during the alterative 
action of this potent mineral, and the order, 
also, let us remark, in which these functions 
are here eumerated, bas seemed to us to be 
that in which, with considerable regularity, 
they generally evince the influence of the 
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medicine. Observe the changes that 
place in the appearances of a syphilitic ulcer, 
whether in the throat or on the genitals, and 
also in the state of the circulation of the 
mucous membrane, and of the skin, for some 
distance around them, as soon as the mercu- 
rial action has superseded in these parts 
that of the specific disease. The skin and 
mucous membrane, which previously were 
rather paler than natural, have become 
somewhat flushed and a little moist; the 
base of the ulcer, which before, on being 
pressed, felt almost as hard and resisting as 
a button, feels no longer so, it has become 
soft and pliant ; the little excavations a!so, of 
the ulcer, have lost their abruptness and ap- 
pearance of depth; its secretion, hitherto 
scanty and ichorous, has increased in quan- 
tity, and has acquired a purulent character ; 
the ulcer, which had been stationary, or 
slightly increasing, perhaps increasing for 
weeks, now begins tocicatrise, and ia eight- 
and-forty hours its cure is almost complete. 
These remarkable and salutary changes, 
which may frequently be observed to occur 
in the condition of syphilitic ulcer, under the 
administration of mercury, no other agent, it 
must be allowed, has the power so mani- 
festly, indeed, at all,to produce. But the 
practice, let us here observe, of continuing 
the use of the mineral during any determined 
time, for the purpose of sustaining its effects 
upon the constitution and the syphilitic 
sores, has seemed to us not only unneces- 
sary aod injudicious, but the principal cause 
of the ill consequences which too frequently 
follow its administration ; it is, according to 
our observation, ia syphilis, as in rheuma- 
tism, during the incipiency of its alterative 
action, that mercury proves salutary and 
curative, There is, as we have already 
stated, an order in the mode of action of the 
medicine, and at this period it is certainly 
the formative functions, the functions of 
growth and respiration, that are chiefly ex- 
cited ; absorption, which, whether healthy or 
morbid, is rather an opponent and destruc- 
tive function, would appear to be the latest 
in being urged by the mercurial alterative. 

few remarks upon mercury, and its 
therapeutic relation with syphilis, although 
in connection here‘with the subject of 
rheumatism, may appear a little digres- 
sional. We will vouch, however, for their 
not being unpractical, leaving it to the atten- 
tive observer to determine. 

The peculiar friction-like sound, which, in 
this case, accompanied, as we have seen, 
the respiratory movements of the chest, did 
not escape the observation of Laennec; it 
was termed by him the “ friction of ascent 
and descent.” It is a sound of very rare 
occurrence, but one that is net difficult to 
be recognised when present, and so peculiar 
in its characters as not likely, we think, to 
be confounded with any of the other phy- 
sical signs of pulmonic disease. Its very 
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tor, the time of its occurrence, synchronous 
exactly with the elevation and depression of 
the ribs, with its dry, harsh tone, are its most 
prominent and diagnestic characters. The 
dry rale crepitant of pneumonia, for which it 
is barely possible it might be mistaken, is 
always, to our ear, most perceptible towards 
the conclusion of the inspiratory act; it is 
also deeper seated, and we do not recollect 
to have ever heard it double. 

43, Sackville-street, London, 

Jan, 23, 1840. 


OPERATION OF SCARIFYING THE 
CERVIX UTERI, 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Sik :—I am anxious to communicate the 
following operation, as I have reason to 
believe that superficial scarification of the 
cervix uteri, in inflammatory congestion of 
the uterus, accompanied by very severe and 
painful dysmenorrhea, is nearly, if not 
entirely, an original suggestion—especially 
with regard to abstracting from it a definite 
quantity of blood. Dr. Ashwell, of Guy's 
| Hospital, who saw the case with me, evinced 
|his usual benevolent interest therein, was 
much pleased with the effects of the opera- 
tion, and requested that it might be repeated 
as circumstances required. I remain, Sir, 
yours, respectfully, 

J. L, Fenner. 


15, King’s-row, Pentonville, 
jan, 18th, 1840. 


Mrs. ———,, a widow, wt. 39, had been 
long afflicted with dysmenorrhaea, accom- 
panied with inflammatory congestion of the 
uterus, dating its origin many years since, 
from a severe and protracted labour. The 
nervous system was so entirely implicated 
in this affection, that the superior and in- 
ferior extremities, as well as the body, were 
continually agitated by a species of chorea, 
She was passing through a three months’ 
course of mercurial friction, and had found 
no relief from opiam or any kind of narcotics, 
Leeches alone, applied round the cervix 
uteri, with my speculum, had palliated her 
sufferings, these acted like enchantment, 
dissipating every symptom, and, after rest- 
less nights, producing a calm, refreshing 
sleep of some hours’ duration. Appre- 
ciating the relief obtained from the abstrac- 
tion of blood, and its tendency to remove 
congestion, it struck me as quite practicable, 
aided by my cylindrical tubular speculum 
(described in Tue Laxcet, May 18, 1839, 
and to be seen at |instrument-makers), 
easily to abstract, by slight oe of 
the cervix uteri, any quantity | might think 
desirable. 


| 
| 
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Nov. 1, 1839. After a few 


superficial | i 
scarifications the blood trickled freely, and, 


in a quarter of an hour, two ounces and a 
half (by weight) were obtained, and the 
tube withdrawn, when the bleeding imme- 
diately ceased. Precisely the same relief 
followed, with uninterrupted sleep, as was 
wont to result from the application of 
leeches. The patient said that the operation 
was 30 painiess that it would not even have 
disturbed her sleep ! 

2. Two ounces and a half of blood were 
obtained under the same circumstances. 

3. Three ounces and a half of blood. 

5. The cervix uteri having many marks of 
scarification, the tube was withdrawa a 
little, so as to expose the cul de sac of the 
vagina. Scarifications were made, pre- 
suming that it would bleed freely, because 
to that part of the vagina leeches have been 
applied by tabes perforated at the end with 
holes, and uoscientifically thrust op the 
vagina; but by such tabes leeches cannot 
be daly applied to the cervix ateri, though 
they may sometimes to a portion of its side. 
The blood trickled freely, and in a quarter 
of an hour four ounces (by weight) were 
obtained, with the same relief as by leeches. 

9. The patient having obtained more de- 
cided relief than on any former occasion 
from the application of leeches, the scarifi- 
cation is to be resumed as occasion may 
require, and the mercurial friction to be 
continued to the given time. The distressing 
soreness and ulceration of tle mouth and 
gums from mercury are prevented, and the 
patient evabled to eat comfortably, by the 
constant use of Dr. Darling's excellent pre- 

ration of chloride of soda, obtained from 

r. Garden. 

Having received numerous inquiries re- 
specting the best mode of using my specu- 
lam, and also relative to the steps of the 
operation of scarification of the cervix uteri, 
I take this opportunity of explaining. The 
proper position of the patient is to recline on 
the back, the feet resting on the edge of the 
bed. I have vo intention of entering into 
the controversy on the use or the abuse of 
the speculum ; but I wish to say, that in 
my own practice, and when properly con- 
ducted, there is very little exposure. A 
metallic tube, of one of my three sizes, 
adapted to the individual case (1 inch, 14, 
.1}), with the corresponding box-wood cy- 
linder, fig. 2, fitted to the wooden handle, 
and introduced to the end of the tube, until 
it stops, is to be lubricated with some unc- 
tuous substance. The introduction of my 
speculum is always to be accomplished 
without producing any pesitive pain. Pres- 
sure is to be made with a gentle, semi-rota- 
tory motion, entirely on the wooden handle, 
held by the thumb and two fingers of the 
‘Right hand, and in the exact direction where 
the os uteri has previously been ascertained 
by the taxis, to be situated ; the thamb. and 
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fitting the tube, produces 


cylinder accurately 
dilatation before the tube (its edges 


of the left hand, fiz. 1, are 
[having passed the perineal portion of the 
| vagina, and entered the pelvic cavity, the 
[resistance has ceased; and the wooden 
attached to the cylinder 
withdrawn, the most perfect view 
the os and cervix uteri is obtained, corre- 
| sponding with the diameter of the tube, as 
| im fig. 5, either by the natural light or that 
| of @ taper. : 
The tube is made of the same diameter 
| throughoat, to obtain the largest possible 
~ | view, and the effect of the conical box-wood 
io thus protected by the cylinder) comes 
a 
\\ 
i 
| 
| 
| () 
i} 
| 


it is to be understood, without producing 
positive pain. Thus, with the aid of the 
cylinder, | now use the inch-and-a-half di- 


sense of sight, but is equally so as a medium 
for the local application of various medica- 
ments. The state of the whole extent of the 
mucous coat of the vagina may be most mi- 
Butely explored by slowly withdrawing the 


which, in a few minutes, will produce six 
or eight ounces of blood. ene | 
kept in a depending position, the 
trickles freely through it isto a saucer 
placed underneath ; and to prevent obstruc- 
tion to its flow, | remove coagula by means 
of a scraper made of a bit of bonnet-wire, 
.3 


supersede 

are objectionable to both parties ; 
one, exciting a degree of alarm and anxiety, 
and in the «.mer, taxing to the otmost the 
virtue of patience. When leeches are used, 
I have f.and that they live longer, and are 
rendered more useful, by puttiog them in 


tube. The accompanying sketch illustrates | the gorged state into tepid water, and keep- 
the steps of the operation of scarification of | ing them in a warm situation. Practition- 
‘the cervix uteri. The speculum being daly ers will find, that a greater degree of relief 


introduced to ex the cervix, and secured 
the elastic Indian-rubber strap, fig. 1. 
little mop, fig. 4, made by tying lint 

or wadding on a skewer of wood six inches 
long, is first used to remove mucus, and 
enable the structure to be clearly examined, 
A lancet, mounted on a similar stick, is held 
by the thumb and two fingers of the right 
hand, and used like a pencil, making super- 
ficial scarifications, transversely, from 4th 
tu the jth of an inch in depth. These trans. 
verse scarifications must commence from be- 
jow, that the subsequent lines may not be 
obscured by blood. Fig. 5 shews the opera- 


is almost instantly obtained. 


CESAREAN OPERATION AFTER 
DEATH. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sta :—I beg to transmit to you the details 
of a case which eame under my inspection a 
few days ago, and as operations of the like 
nature are rare, perhaps it may be deserving 
of a place in your publication. 

Mrs. S——., wt. 29, living in Page-street, 
Westminster, advanced in pregnancy about 
8 months,and who had been attended by 
me for many days previously, for 
anasarca and shortness of breath, arising 
from an interruption of the urine, from dis- 
ease of the kidneys with that of the lungs, 
retired to rest at about half past six on the 
evening of Thursday, the 19th Dec., appa- 
rently much better than she had been fora 
day or two previously. At 20 minutes to 
eight I was suddenly summoved to ber bed- 
side, and found her labouricg under the 
most distressing breathing, with the macous 
rattle io the trachea; pulse about 140, and 


smal]. I immediately 
and found that the process of labour 
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in contact with the vagina. Ifa minute or _ 
two are occupied in preparatory dilatation 
towards the perineum, a larger sized tube fet 
than otherwise may be introduced, always, 
Ry 
ameter, where formerly I should not have 
attempted doing so; and thereby I obtain a 
more important view. The elastic strap of 
narrow Indian rubber, wet, fig. 1, then se- 
carely fixes the speculum, by the small hook 
being attached to the tube, and the large 
hook to the patiest’s drawers or clothes. 
All other specula employ one hand to hold 
them in their situation. Thus both hands 
of the operator are at perfect liberty for the 
Operation of scarifying the cervix ateri, or | 
the asual ones connected with the injection 
of the uterus, the application of caustic to | 
abrasions or ulcerations of the os and cer- | 
| ‘wix, leeches around the cervix, &c. The} 
specalum is, therefore, indispensably neces- 
sary, pot merely because the unassisted In my own practice, this operation will 
sense of touch is insufficient to discover the 
=" | 
Sa" 
‘tion thus completed, which will furnish tion 
about three or four ounces of blood. But had 
. where the abstraction of a greater quantity | barely com , and this, | would con- ; 
is desirable, the incisions are crossed per-|jecture, arose, partly, from the mechanical 
pendicularly to the first, as seen in fig. 6, | effect of difficult respiration, and partly from 


a natural effort of the disease to allow more 
room for the fluids to collect,and had caused 
a little dilatation of the os uteri. Kaowing 
the life of the patient to be in jeopardy, the 
first thing I 4'd was to puncture the mem- 
branes, in order to extract the foetus ; this I 
found to be impracticable. She suddenly 
sank, and died at five minutes before 8. 
About 20 minutes after 8, feeling a distinct 
sensation of warmth, and, as I imagined, of 
throbbing, over the region of the uterus 
alone, I was led to ask the husband's con- 
sent before commencing the Caesarean o 
ration. The child, by-the-by, had been “felt 
the mother in the course of the day. 
aking an incision throngh the parietes of 
the abdomen, about an inch below the um- 
bilicus, and carrying it alovg the linea alba 
to the same distance from the sycaphisis 
pubes, L exposed to view the uterus, with 
no protrusion of intestine. The former 
opened, longitudinally, and at the fundus 
found that the placenta was closely adberent, 
which I divided, and from which a large 
quantity of blood waseffused. However, I 
soon extracted the foetus, but life was ex- 
tinct. 

On referring to a late volume of Tue Lan- 
cet, I observe it is there stated, from 
“Siebold’s Journal of Midwifery,” that in 
cases of a similar nature, the operation had 
been frequently had recourse to recently 
after the mother’s death. Mr. Huack, after 
the lapse of half an hour; Dr. Bold, after one 
hour and a half; Dr. Schild even after eight 
hours; but in all the cases the children were 
extracted dead. Now, in the instance re- 
lated by me, the period that elapsed from 
the death of the mother to the commence- 
ment of the operation was 25 minutes ; and 
the failure, in my humble opinion, seemed 
to arise from the sudden evacuation of a 
Jarge quantity of blood in cutting through 
the placenta, which was of vital importance 
to the already weak foetus, inasmuch as the 
arterial circulation of the mother had ceased 
for some time, anda loss of blood, however 
small, would, in all probability, have seri- 
ously affected it. Iam, Sir, yours, &., 

J.C. ATKINSON, 

Terrace, Westminster, 

Jan. 24, 1539, 


EFFECTS OF ALCOHOLIC DRINKS 
ON MOTHERS AND INFANTS, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin :—I have resided in Ramsgate during 
nearly eight years, and have in that time 
attended 1,127 midwifery cases, and have 
invariably found that, other circumstances 
being equal, those mothers who never tasted 
malt liquors, wine, or spirits, during and 
subsequent to the a of labour, ‘hes 
had the easiest labours, the earliest reco- 
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veries, and the best health Nay, 
more, I know several mothers who never 
could nurse their children, under the ale and 
porter system, without suffering greatly in 
health, but who, after relinquishiog the use 
of those baneful stimulants, have experi- 
enced a perfect freedom from disorder du 

the period of lactation. Nor was this 

The offspring of such mothers have enjoyed 
= up ted immunity from disease 

$0, 

That some females do not feel their health 
disorderod whilst using those drinks, I am 
ready to admit, and that their tender infants, 
also, may escape, for a time, with impunity, is 
certain, but that both motherand child suffer 
more or less,in proportion to the quantity of 
these drinks taken by the mother, at a remote 
period, if not at the immediate time, is to 
me as certain as that I am now writing. 


1| Nor do I see how it can be otherwise, ac- 


cording to the laws which govern the animal 
economy. Let any man in extensive practice, 
any man who is accustomed to reflect, review 
the state of health of the great majority of 
ale and porter drinking mothers during and 
after the period of child-bearing, and then 
say whether their health is what fit should 
be had they lived according to nature's 
dictates. In affirming that it is not, the 
mass of disease that presents itself amongst 
this, the better part of created beings, 
strongly confirms the assertion. I have 
under my own eye many mothers who are 
experiencing the ill effects of the meldate 
not the immoderate) use of these falsely- 
enominated “ strengthening” beverages, 
the form of liver and stomach complaints, 
skin diseases, asthma, dropsy, &c., and 
every impartial aod observant member of 
the profession must have noticed similar 
results. Thousands of children are annually 
cut off by cunvulsions, &c., from the effects 
of these beverages, acting through the 
mother. 

Strong drinks excite a feverish state of 
the body, and create an artificial thirst,—a 
thirst which is not expressive of any real 
want of the constitation, but a certain proof 
that the want does not exist. The greater 
the craving for them, under these circum- 
stances, the more certain we may be that 
they are not needed, and that they will 
cause positive mischief to both mother and 
child. The constitutions of both are stimu- 
lated beyond what nature ever intended that 
they should be. The laws which govern the 
animal economy are positively infringed, 
and it is impossible that either mother or 
child can escape the penalty of that infringe- 
ment. Both will suffer to a certainty in 
some shape or other; if not immediately, at 
a future period. Iam, Sir, your very obe- 
dient servant, 


A. Courtenay, Surg., R.N, 
Ramsgate, Jan. 18th, 1840. 
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London, Saturday, February 8, 1840. 


It will be seen from the Reports, that the 
comparative effects of opium and alcohol 
have been under discussion at one of the 
medical societies, The assertion of Dr. 
Jounson, that “the insurance-offices had 
‘+ found that the sale of opium had increased 
“ in a direct ratio with the increase of Tee- 
“ totalism,” was calculated to give import- 
ance to the question; but, fortunately, the 
Official facts, adduced by Mr. Downtnc, do 
wot bear out this opinion. Ina referring to 
the quantity of opium on which duty had 
been paid, he found that, in 1836,there were 
38,550 hogsheads bonded ; in 1837, 36,800 
hogsheads; in 1838, 30,800; in 1839, 
40,000 hogsheads—or, in the two last years, 
70,800 ; in the two years preceding, 75,350 
hogsheads. 

The consumption of the drug is very con- 
siderable, and it cannot be all employed as 
medicine, Itis used for the adulteration of 
various spirituous drinks, which form the 
staple of gin- palaces, and is taken by a few 
individuals; but we do not believe that 
opium is eaten extensively in this country. 
It is not smoked at all, It is right, how- 
ever, that the practice should be denounced, 
and that the public should be guarded 
against the deleterious effects of a baneful 
and very insidious indulgence. 

The destruction of 20,283 chests of opium, 
the property of British subjects, valued at 
22,400,000, by the Chinese Commissioner 
Lam, aad the motives for that operation, pre- 
seat some features not undeserving of con- 
sideration. Lin pretended, in his procla- 
mation, that the paternal regard of the 
Emperor for the health of his subjects, led 
him to adopt this extreme measure. The 
spectacle of a despotic government mani- 
festing any concern for the public health, 
aod making any efforts or sacrifices for the 


so novel, that we have examined the facts of 
the case, in the kope of being able to hold 
up the Sun of the Celestial Empire as an 
example to the barbarian governments of 
Europe, who not only allow, but encourage, 
their people to consume various kinds of 
poisons, 

The interests at stake are of great magni- 
tude, and the subject has been warmly and 
ably discussed in three pamphlets—* An 
Exposition of the Iniquities of the Opium 
Trade,” by the Rev. Mr. Tuetwatt; “ The 
Opium Crisis,” by C. W. Kinc, an Americar 
merchant, resident at Canton; and “ The 
Opiam Question,” by a Mr, Wanaen, the 
author of “ The Diary of a Physician.” 

Mr. Warren is the advocate of the owners 
of the opium. With their “ claim” on the 
Government, which forms the main argu- 
ment of his pamphlet, we have here nothing 
to do; bat Mr. Warren, while he cannot 
deny that opium-eating and smoking are 
most pernicious practices, that the parties 
engaged in the trade were poisoning their 
species, and that the Chinese Government 
was justified in prohibiting its importation, 
attempts to prove that the motives of the 
Chinese authorities in the recent transaction 
were anything but pure, and that they shared 
the criminality by winking at what the East 
India Company encouraged, until the expor- 
tation of silver prompted the appointment 
of the Imperial Commissioner Lin, armed 
“with great irresponsible authority,” and 
“sworn to stand or fall by the opium 
question.” 

The plan of sending opium to China was 
originally suggested by Colonel Watson. 
In 1773, the British East India Company 
made a small adventure of opium from 
Bengal to China; the trade increased, and 
ships laden with opium went annually to 
Whampoa with little molestation until 1820, 
when the foreign dealers in opiam were 
driven to Lintin and the coast. A vast 
portion of the surface of our Indian territory 
is now covered with the glistening poppy 
Gower. Malwa, Benares, and Behar (Pat- 
| 
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isobaioed. In Benares, Behar, and all the 
territories within the jurisdiction of the 
East India Company, the cultivation of the 
Poppy, the preparation of the drug, and the 
trafic of it until brought to Calcutta, are 
monopolized by the British Government in 
India. It is sold by public auetion at 
Calcutta, and most of the commercia! houses 
there are engaged in its traffic. Haif of the 
opium produced comes from Malwa, whose 
chiefs are under British protection. About 
two-thirds of this Malwa opium are trans- 
ported direct to Bombay (paying a {transit 
duty of 175 rapees a chest to the British 
Government), and is then shipped in English 
vessels to China. The British merchants at 
Caleutta say, in their Memorial to the Privy 
Council, “ That while the prefits ef opiam- 
“shippers have seldom exceeded frem 5 to 
“ 15 per cent. on the Government sale price, 
“ those of the opium manufacturers, namely, 
“the British Government of India, have 
“ usually varied from 200 up to the enormous 
“amount of 500 per cent., on the cost of 
“ manufacture.” This statement is corro- 
borated by the Report of the Select Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons, on the 
renewal of the East India Company's Char- 
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arrest the pernicions trade. No decisive 
step, however, appears to have been taken 
towards foreigners uatil the 12th of Decem- 
ber, 1838, on which day preparations were 
made by the Chinese authorities for stran- 
gling a native opium dealer in front of the 
factory. Ov the lth of March, 1839, the 
Imperial High Commissioner, Lix, came to 
Canon, declaring “ the utter annihilation ” 
of the opium trade to be his first object, 
and on the 17th of March he issued an edict, 
and on the 19th “ all foreign merchants were 
forbidden te go down to Macao ;” in other 
words, they were detained prisoners at Can- 
tov. By «strong land and water-gaard all 
the Faropeans were detained close prisoners 
in their factory. Qo the 220d of March, 
Captain Ex.iot, the Chief Superintendent of 
the British Trade in China, required that 
all the ships of Haa Masesry’s subjects at 
the outer anchorage should proceed forth- 
with to Hong Kong (an island 100 miles 
from Canton), and be prepared to resist any 
act of aggression on the part of the Chinese 
Government. 

Captain Ex.iot repaired on the 24th to 
Canton, and, according to his own statement, 
immediately proposed to put an end to the 


ter in 1832. “The monopoly of opinm in 
“ Bengal,” the Committee reported, “ sup- 
“ plies the Government with a revenue 
“ amounting to, sicca rupees, 8,459,425 ; or, 
“ sterling money, £981,293 per annuum, and 
“ the duty which is thus imposed amounts 
“ to 301] per cent. on the cost of the article.” 
The Committee did not think it advisable 
to abandon this revenue, the duty “ falling 
principally upon the foreign consumer.” 
The transit duty on opium shipped from 
Bombay yielded a revenue of £200,000 in 
the year 1832. 

The Emreroa of Cutna entertained a pro- 
posal to legalize the opium trade in 1836, 
and this gave an impetus to it, encouraged 
too, as it was, by the highest provincial 
authorities, to whom the illicit traflic yield- 
ed a large revenue. The intention was 
abandoned, and severe and stringeat mea- 
sures were resorted to in 1837 and 1838 to 


state of difficulty then existent by the faith- 


fulfilment of the Ewreron’s will, He 


was answered by a close imprisonment of 
more than seven weeks, with armed meo by 
day and night before his gates, under threats 
of privation of food, water, and life. 20,253 
chests of opium were then on board the re- 
ceiving-ships, and other vessels, moored at 
Hong Kong, Lintin, or still more distant 
stations up the coast. This opium was a 
‘hendred miles distant from Canton; and 
although within the Chinese waters, utterly 
beyond the reach of the Chinese power. 
Unfortunately, both Captain Elitet and the 
merchants who either were, or represented, the 
‘owners of the opium im question, were at that 
time detained prisoners at Canton. While 
thus imprisoned, Captain Extiot, “ witheut 
supplies of food,” issued a public notice to 
the merchants, also “without supplies of 
food,’’ requesting them, in compliauce with 


| 


‘the demands of the Commissioner, and on 
the behalf of Her Barrannic Masesry’s Go- 
vernment, to surrender “for the service of 
* ber said Masesty’s Government, to be de- 
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his people, have been one of the grounds of 
the prohibition. But that it wes a second, 
and a secondary motive in the policy, al- 
though it occupies so prominent a place in 


“ livered over to the Government of China,” | the proclamation, appears to be pretty well 


all the opiom under their respective controul: 
he, “ in the most full and reserved manner, 
“holding himself responsible for, and on 
“bebalf of Her Masesry’s Government, to 
“all and each of Hen Masesty’s subjects, 
“ surrendering the said British-owned opium 
“into his bands.” 20,000 chests were at 
once freely surrendered to him; bat 20,283 
chests had been demanded ; and the quantity 
deficient he purchased, aud paid for by bills 
drawn on the British Government, which 
the Lords of the Treasury dishonoured, The 
terms of the stipulation are characteristic. 
As the opiam was delivered in, the ser- 
vants were to be restored; the passage- 
boats to be permitted to run ; the trade to be 
re-opened. Breach of faith was to be visited, 
after three days loose performance of en- 
gFagements, with (he cutting-off of supplics of 
Sresh water ; after three days more, with the 
stoppage of food ; and, after three days more, 
with the last degree of severity (ic. death) 
on Captain Etttot. The terms were vio- 
lated by the Chinese, and the trade was 
stopped in June. 
The opium was effecwally destroyed by 
the Chinese authorities. 
There can be no doubt that the trade in 
opiam has been, for very strong reasons, 


established by Mr. Warren. The opium 
was invariably paid for ia sifrer; and Hen 
Naetse, a very high offiver, calculated the 
“annual waste of money,” by this means, 
at 10 millions of taels (£3,333,833). The 
opium turned the balance of trade against 
them, and silver was exported. This pro- 
duced a temporary disturbance of the cir- 
culation ; and the crude political econo- 
mists of China reasoned, like the politicians 
of the last ceatary in Europe, that this was 
a dead loss to the country. Hev Nagrse 
recommended that the importation of opium 
should be legalised—-that it should be de- 
livered to the Hong merchants only in ex- 
change for merchandise—and that no money 
be paid for it. 
concludes, * this may be fousd adequate 


* Perchance,” his memorial 


|“ to stop the further oozing out of money, 
lac and to replenish the national resources.” 
The startiing discovery, that China lost 
above 10 millions of taels, made a perma- 
nent impression upou the Chinese, and is 
frequeutly referred to im the public docn- 
ments. Tsan, probably the political 
rival of Heu Naerse, presented a counter- 
report tothe Emperor; he controverted the 
proposition, that legalising the trade in 


opium would put a stop tu the exportation 


promoted by the Indian Government; and 
thatit has been, to a certain extent, sanction- 
ed by the British Government aod Parlia- | 
ment, although it was understood, as ap- | 
pears from the detailed evidence before the | 
House of Commons, on the renewal of the 
last Charter, that the said trade in opium | 
was confined to China, where it was contra 
band and illegal; and was known to pro 
duce most injurious effects upon the in- 
fatuated people. 

It is evident that the Emreror of Cuina 
has opposed the introduction of opiam into 
his dominions ; and that its injurious effects 


on the health of the opiam-smokers among 


of silver; aud dwelt upon the grievous 
moral and physical effects of opiam upon 
the people. He expressed his belief, that 
*“ the purpose of the Eoglish in introducing 
“opium into China had been to weaken 
The 
Imperial Commissioner, Lin, states very em- 
phatically in his edict, that “‘ The loss of 
** the silver of China, during the period of 
“ several years past, by exportation beyoad 
“ sea, has been not less than some hundreds 
*“ of millions. The imperial commands have 
“ been repeatedly received in reference to 
“ the importation of opium, and the exporta- 
“ tion of pure silver, the offi- 


“and enfeeble the Celestial Empire.” 
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“ cers, of every degree, in the most severe 
“terms. Yet those Hong merchants have 
 coatinued in the same course of filthy and 
** disgraceful conduct, to the great indig- 
“nation and gnashing of teeth of every 
one.” 

That the health of the Chinese people 
was injured by the exteasive consumption 
of opium cannot be doubted ; that the East 
India Company, as well as the merchants, 
well knew its effects, and yet persisted in 
smuggling the baneful drug into China, is 
not disputed by their advocate, Mr. War- 
rex, whom we have principally followed, 
in the narrative; and that the exportation 
of silver, rather than the importation of 
opium, was the mainspring of the move- 
ments of the Emperor, appears too well 
established to justify us in affirming that 
the health of the people was ever a serious 
motive of public policy either in China, 
India, or England. 


We have received a Report of the “ West 
Riding of York Pauper-Lunatic Asylum,” 
at Wakefield. The average number of pa- 
tients during the year was 368; the number 
admitted 159; discharged 94; died 60. 
The Asylum was opened io 1819; since 
which time 2,739 have been admitted ; 1,500 
discharged ; 868 have died ; and 371 remain. 
Of the 1,500 discharged, 1,203 were cured, 
297 relieved. Next to Hanwell this is the 
largest County Asylum in the kingdom, 
The charge of six shillings weekly for 
each patient has been ordered to be con- 
tinued for 1840, by the Visiting Justices. 
The expenses of the year amounted to 
£7,044. 16s. 

The Tables, down to 1838, contain several | 
curious or interesting facts. 581 suicide 
cases had been admitted ; in 111 cases sui-| 
cide was attempted by hanging; in 62 by | 
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ascertained, 343 females and 238 males 
had attempted suicide; the females appa- 
rently prefer hanging and drowning. 

Dr. Corsettis would have done well to 
explain his Tables, which have evidently cost 
much labour, and would be valuable if the 
mode in which they were framed, or their 
precise signification, was stated, It ap- 
pears from one of the Tables, at least we so 
understand it, that 514 cases of hereditary 
disposition were admitted ; that the relatives 
were not described in 125 instances ; that in 57 
the father of the patient was insane ; in 76 
the mother; in 53 the brother; in 59 the 
sister; in 45 the aunt; in 29 the uncle; in 
19 the cousin; in 10 the brother and sister; 
in 8 the grandmother; in 4 the grandfather; 
in 3 the son and daughter; in 3 the daughter; 
in G the father and mother; in 3 the mother 
and sister ; in 2 the mother and grandmother 
in 4 the father and sister; in 2 the mother 
and brother; in 2 the husband; io 1 the 
wife; in 3 the nephew, 

The exciting causes of insanity were 
stated in 683 male patients; namely, in 
temperance in 303 cases; domestic afllic- 
tions, 71; religion, 45; injuries in the 
head, 32; disappointed love, 22; fever 
(consequence of), 20; pecuniary disappoint. 
meat, 34; poverty and distress,25 ; study, 21. 
Io females, intemperance was a less common 
cause ; out of 512 cases intemperance was 
assigned in 39 cases; religious anxiety in 
63; domestic affliction, 52; disappointed 
love, 40; unkindness of husband, 40; jea- 
lousy, 24; fear (fright ?), 30; puerperal, 34. 

In Jan., Feb., March, 574 cases were ad- 
mitted; 714 in April, May, June; 696 in 
July, Aug., Sept.; 617 in Oct., Nov., Dec. 

Dr. Corsettis has given a Table of the 
ages at which patients were admitted; why 
did be not also give the ages of the dead, 
the relieved, and the cured? 

Dr. Corsectis is somewhat at variance 
with the physicians of the Lincola Asylum 


drowning ; 59 by cutting the throat; 7 by | and Dr.Conotty on the subject of restraint. 


poison; 15 by jamping out of window; 13| We extract his observations, for we wish to- 


by hanging and drowning; 7 by hanging} lay all the facts before our readers, and to 
and cutting the throat; 224 in modes not! see the subject fally discussed, Has Dr. 


| 
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Corsettis tried the system of surveillance, 
fairly, for any time or to any extent? 


“ The instances of resiraint are few; of 
the 201 male patients now in the house, only 
one is under confinement ; three maniacal 
females are restrained, and two, less violent, 
partially 80. 

“No one is placed under restraint, but by 
the immediate order of the director, and as 
soon as the symptoms warrant their libera- 
tion, all restraint is removed ; many instances 
have, however, been known of patients who, 
feeling a return of excitement, have them. 
selves requested to be again restrained; a 
proof that whea they could exercise a judg- 
ment, they were sensible how bencficial 
restraint had been to them. 

“To permit patients in a high state of ex- 
citement to keep up that excitement by con- 
stant muscular action, or knowingly to risk 
the lives of both patients and servants, 
would be treatment having no more of hu- 
mauity in it than the name; and it requires 
but little practical acquaintance with the 
subject at once to detect its absurdity. 

* The resultof many years’ careful atten- 
tion to this subject, had led to the convic- 
tion that a mild and judicious restraint can 
never be supplied by any ‘surveillance.’ 
The presence of any individual is of itself 
sufficient, in many instances, to keep up the 
excitement ; for it is a truth but too general 
that maniacs regard all around them as ene- 
mies,and exhaust themselves in vociferation, 
and attempts at violence ; whilst force on 
the one part, and resistance on the other, 
keep up the unequal contest, ending some- 
times in bruises or broken limbs.” 


HEALTH OF THE METROPOLIS, 


Second Week, Jan, 12—18. The frost 
broke up on the 14th; the temperature, 
which had varied in the week preceding 
from 29 to 34°, rose to 47° on the 17th. 
The wind was S.W.; the weather, after 
the 14th, was rainy, but not cold, 

The registered deaths, nearly half of 
which occurred in the week preceding, rose 
to 997. The mortality of persons aged 60 
and upwards was considerably above the 
average ; and at 15-60, the deaths were 361, 
while in 1838, they were 352. The deaths 
from epidemic diseases and diseases of the 
Rervous system, were nearly the same as 
in the week preceding. The deaths from 
diseases of the organs of respiration rose 
31 per cent. above the average: a consider- 
able number of persons in the last stages 
of consumption appear to have been carried 
off by the cold. The deaths from diseases 


of the heart, hydrothorax, asthma, and 
dropsy, amounted to 149, 80 per cent. above 
the weekly average (583) of 1838. 

Third Week. Jan. 19—25. The wind con- 
tinued to blow from the S. W. ; stormy and 
wet ; the temperatare mild. The deaths fell 
from 997 to 916; the mortality above the 
age of 60, however, is higher than was 
the average ; asthma, hydrothorax, bronchi- 
tis and catarrh, apoplexy and paralysis, 
proved more than usually fatal. The deaths 
from consumption were only 127 ; last week, 
166. Hooping-cough is increasing ; measles 
decreasing; scarlatina stationary; typhus 
and small-pox occasioned few deaths. The 
deaths in the South districts, which lie low, 
exhibit an increase, to be ascribed, perhaps, 
te the late high tides and the wet weather. 

The Tables of the three weeks afford a 
good illustration of the effects of cold. We 
shall refer to the subject again at the end 
of the month.—W., F. 

Erratum in Mr. Farr’s article, p. 665, col. 
2, 1. 7 from bottom, for 275,923 read 27,923. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Saturday, February 1, 1840. 


Dr. Cuowne, President. 
ELATERINE. 


Dr. Gotpinc Biro exhibited a specimen 
of elaterine, the active principle of elate- 
rium. He remarked on the great variety of 
opinions and accounts which existed with 
reference to the effects of elaterium, and 
attributed this diversity to the mode in 
which the so-called extract was prepared ; 
its activity, on some occasions, being very 
much less than on others. For some time 
past it had been stated, in German and 
French works on pharmacy, that the active 
principle of elaterium had been discovered, 
but no mode for its preparation had been 
detailed. Two years since he had been 
favoured with a specimen of elaterine by the 
Liverpool Apothecaries’ Company, who had 
forwarded it to him in order that he might 
give itatrial. It was found that the quan- 
tity of the alkaloid contained in the various 
extracts of elaterium differed to a very consi- 
derable extent ; thus, one specimen yielded 58, 
per cent. of the active principle, while others, 
apparently equally as good, yielded only 
Sand 10 per cent. He had used the new 
preparation in several cases in which ela- 
terium would be of service; he had found 
it produce no vomiting or griping, which 
was, probably, owing to the absence of the 
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DR. BURGESS ON NERVOUS HEADACH. 


matter of elateriam. The mode inj system, ia which the anxious, but 
which he had obtained the preparation be-| mother, produces a state of anemia in the 
fore the Society, had been the following :—| system of her child, by doling out to her 
He boiled a quantity of the green elaterium | insufficient quantities of food, with the view 
in spirit, and formed a green tincture; into | of keeping down en-ben-point. The author 
this he poured some water, in which an/| draws the following picture of the sufferers 
alkali had been dissolved ; this took up the | from nervous headach :—“ The countenance 
reen matter,and the elaterine was deposited. | of these individuals is quite characteristic ; 
terine was soluble in warm spirits of | the eyebrows are depvessed, the eyes are 
wine, or spirits of sweet nitre. The dose of| sunk and lack-lustrous, the cheeks are 
the eluter.ne was a sixteenth of a grain.* blanched, the lips are bloodless ; the entire 
face wears the aspect of irritability, and 
DUSEASE OF ILEUM AND BLADDER. denotes an incapability of action. The fa- 
Mr. Sxow exhibited part of the bladder,| vourite position of persons so affected is 
the rectum, and ileum of a patient, who had | sitting with the bead leaning upon the hand, 
died under his care. The rectum and ileum | being glad of the soothing effects of support 
were united to the fundus of the bladder,| and pressure.” They are most usually at- 
and communicated with that organ by ulcer-| tacked with headach in the morning; they 
ation. The bladder was gangrenous, the | describe the pain as dull and aching, bat 
edges of the ulceration seemed to demon- | steady and uninterrupted either by intervals 
strate the presence of scirrhus, The patient | of ease or exacerbations of suffering; they 
had passed his feces by the urethra, mixed | experience an indescribable sensation, as if 
with the urine, for the last three or four) there was some effort being made to press 
weeks of his life. He was 50 years of age, | the temples together; they are faint and 
and had been subject to violent attacks of | weary, and have inatolerance of light and 
pain in the abdomen, accompanied by cos-| sound. The attack may last an hour, ora 
tiveness, for four or five years. The rectum | day, or longer; but it is invariably pro- 
and ileum were quite pervious; but were | longed and aggravated by purgative medi- 
found inflamed in the neighbourhood of the | cines, when they are had recourse to, with 
ulceration. He thought the case remark- | the view of curing the complaint. 
able, simply for the length of time the patient; The cases of headach arising irom de- 
had lived under so severe a form of disease. | bility, consequent upon nervous exhaustion, 
ioame, “emanate are the more frequent of the two. This 
exhaustion arises from various causes, de- 
Dr. Bercess read a paper on the Use of | pressing the moral, and, through them, the 
Aconite in Nervous Headach. physical powers. There is, in these ca 
The authorcommenceshis paper with some |a certain degree of anemia, but it arises 
observations on the distressing nature of | from different causes from the former, and 
nervous headach, to one form of which he | is principally confined to the cerebral organ, 
intended to restrict his remarks. There | Both are the results of debility, one havi 
were two conditions of body which appeared its origin in physical, the other in mo 
to him to be intimately connected with the | causes. 
form of headach to which he alladed; the | Individuals of more advanced years than 
one was characterised by general anwmia, those who are the subjects of the former 
the other was consequent upon nervous ex- | class, of the nervons temperament, generally 
haustion. The first was most frequent | suffer from the latter of these causes; the 
among those who lived a sedentary life, counteoance is indicative of great despon- 
breathed impure air, and were subject to | dency,“ and sometimes s a suicidal 
other depressing causes, This anamia con- | aspect.” The mind of the patient is harassed 
dition of the system, however, was not by gloom aod melancholy; sleeplessness, 
confined to the poor and ill-fed, but was pre- | loss of appetite, foul taste in the mouth, 
valent among the middle and upper classes, sometimes thirst, quick, small, and com- 
arising from causes as pernicious as those | pressible pulse, pale and limpid urine, and, 
above referred to. The headach, consequent | ia general, torpid bowels, fill up the cata. 
upon these causes, was generally ascribed | logue of the symptoms of this class of cases, 
to that “ ignis fatuus disease, indigestion ;”| After enumerating various modes of 
but the stomach affection, in the author’s | treatment, which had been recommended by 
opinion, was only symptomatic of the dis-| different authors, Dr. Burgess strongly 
order in the brain or spinal systems, conse- | recommended the fresh extract of aconite to 
quent upon exhaustion, the attention of the Society, as being the 
The author of the paper then made some | most successful of all the remedies he had 
severe remarks on the fashionable starving | used in relieving the agonising pain, to 
~ |which the invalid affected with nervous 
* We are informed by Dr. Bird, that the | headach is a martyr. In addition, however, 
elaterine exhibited was made by Balmer, an | to medicinal remedies, the quality and quan- 
operative chemist of Islington, where it may | tity of the food were to be attended to ; exer- 
be procured.—Rep. Lancer. cise, cheerful society, and cheerful com- 
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four hours. Dr. Burgess concludes his 
paper by the detail of three cases, illustra- 
tive of the power of the aconite in various 
forms of nervous headach. 


Dr. Birp considered that in many of those 
cases of nervous headach accompanied by 
what had been erroneously called anemia, 
the uterus or digestive organs were at fault, 
aod that when their functions were 
restored, the headach, ia general, would be 
removed. There were some cases, however, 


MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 
Monday, January 27, 1840. 
Mr. Kinepon, President. 


HEALTH OF THE METROPOLIS.—PEVYER AND 
BOARLATINA, 

Dr. Crowne inquired whether any of the 
members had lately seen cases of the macu- 
lated fever which was so prevalent in the 
metropolis twelvemonths since? The dis- 
ease in question had lately made its appear- 


ance among the patients of Charing-cross 


in which this relief was not experienced | Hospital. The symptoms were essentially 
when the functional derangements were those which marked the former epidemic. 
restored, and in those cases the aconite|In the treatment of the affection he had 
would be of service, by allaying thatnervous generally, at the outset, used antipblogistic 
irritability which had arisen from the long- | remedies, but he had soon found it necessary 
continued disordered state of the digestive | to give tonic and cordial medicines. There 
or uterive functions. had been one plan of treatment, however, 

Mr. Sxow believed that anemia was often which bad been very successful in the hos- 
the cause, and not the consequence, of dys- | pital, and which, he believed, had not been 
pepsia; headach, he thought, might also followed elsewhere. The plan was pursued 
arise simply from anemia. jatthe suggestion of Dr. Golding, and con- 

Dr. Avptson remarked, that the uterine | sisted in the exhibition of draughts acidu- 
function was often very mach disordered, lated with chlorine. The formula for the 
even when the female was “ regular,” the preparation was the following -—Chlorate 
secretion being frequently aboormal in other of potash, one drachm ; muriatic acid, one 
respects ; thus, some women had pain be-| ounce; water, ove ounce. Water was acidu- 
fore or during menstruation ; this was not lated with a qaantity of this mixture to any 
natural, and was iodicative of disease. degree necessary, and administered to the 
Nervous headach, however, was not confined | patient. 
to females; men often suffered from ittoa Mr. Hoorer said that the Surrey-side of 
great extent. Tne late Dr. Babington was the water was at present very free from fever. 
a martyr to it during the entire period of his Scarlatina was, however, still prevalent 
life ; he at last gave up the treatment of it among the poor, and had been epidemic for 
in . | the last twelve moathe. 

Mr. G. Surru ioquired whether aconite | Mr. Proctor, in reference to the treatment 
acted in relieving nervous headach, as did of fever, remarked, that modes of treatment 
the other narcotics, or had it a specific | of directly opposite kinds had been adopted 
action? | by various practitioners with the same re- 

Dr. Brooxe related a case of nervous | puted success. Small doses of carbonate of 
headach, which had withstood all remedies; soda had been given by some; others had 
but at last gave way to large doses of used tonics and stimulants from the first; 
opium. The use of the opium was com-/ whilst athird party bad givenantimonials and 
menced in half-grain doses, three times a salines, as in the old treatment of continved 
day, the dose being gradually increased fever. Scarlet fever seemed at the present 
until it became three grains. This the patient time more malignant than it bad been for 
continued for three or four weeks, aad was | twenty years The patient, in some 
entirely relieved. cases, perished in twenty-four hours after 

Dr. Bunrcess had, in his paper, offered no the first attack, and in the country, some- 
— as to the modus operandi of the aco- times before the medical attendant could 
bite. He believed, however, that it afforded reach him. 
relief, by allaying that irritability in the Dr. Hueues had not for ten or twelve 
brain which results from a deficiency in the years known the Borough, and the fever- 
butritive properties of the blood. wards of Guy's Hospital, so free from fever 

as they were at the present moment. With 


reference to the treatment of fever, the poiat 

THE COUNCIL OF THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS ‘ie 

knew two physicians in one town: one 

By a final determination of the Council of | treated every fever patient antipblogistically 

this College, no London hospital will, for with diaphoretics and salines; the other 

the future, be recognised by it, unless it =a began at once with stimulants. 
contain 150 patients (beds), | gave Dover's powder for two 


in ordinary cases, taken every two, three, or a 
| 
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on the second day wine and whisky. Patients 
recovered about equally under both modes 
of treatment. 

Dr. Bennett said that there was no kind 
of epidemic like that under consideration, 
in the neighbourhcod where he practised 
(Aldersgate Dispensary). 

Mr. Kincpon remarked that three weeks 
ago, a straggling case or two of typhus 
fever might be found in the city. He had 
seen one remarkable case, in which all the 
symptoms remitted for thirty-six hours, and 
returned in paroxysms which lasted twenty- 
four hours. The patient died. 

Mr. Hurtcnixson had only seen three cases 
of typhus fever for some time past. The 
neighbourhood of Farringdon-street was 
free from it at present. 

Mr. Heapianp made some remarks on 
the malignant character of the scarlet fever 
at present epidemic. He had seen two cases 
in which children perished from the disease 
twenty-four hours after its first attack. 
With reference to the treatment to be pur- 
sued in scariatina, he believed that no good 
could ever result from depletion, although it 
might afford the patient a momentary relief. 
He objected to sponging either with cold or 
tepid water, Ammonia and belladonna were, 
in his opinion, the most usefal remedies. 
He had at present seven persons in one 
family under his care, with scarlatina; he 
was treating them with belladonna; they 
were all doing well. The muriatic, or other 
mineral acids, after the period of excitement 
was over, were of great benefit. 

. T. Tuomson related a case in which 
a girl perished from fever, which attacked 
her in a most insidious manner, and in which 
there was a total remission of all the symp- 
toms for many hours before death. 


With a view of awakening the members 
of the Society from the lethargic state into 
which they have lately fallen, several mem- 
bers have agreed to furnish papers to be 
read at successive meetings. The first will 
come on on Monday next, 


BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 
Tuesday, February 4, 1840, 


R. Davipson, Esq., V.P.in the Chair. 


Tue minutes of the leet meeting being 
read and confirmed, and the routine business 
transacted, the Reform Petition engrossed 
and signed, was laid on the table, when a 
discussion resulted as to its presentation, 
and on other points connected with Medical 
Reform, during which the following resolu- 
tions were passed :— 

1. That a deputation be appointed to wait 
on Serjeant Wilde, M.P. for Newark, to 
solicit him to present the Petition in the 
Honourable the House of Commons, and 


MEDICAL REFORM.—OPERATIONS, 


Secretary do write to Serjeant 
Wilde, to ask the learned geatieman to name 
an early day for receiving the deputation, 
[The deputation was then named.) 
2. That a deputation of three members of 


that the 


the Council, of whom the President shail 
be one, be appointed to wait on Mr. Freach, 
M.P., for Roscommon, for the purpose of 
ascertaining his particular views on Medical 
Reform ; and the object of his motion for 
the appointment of a Commission by the 
Crown, on the subject of Medical Reform, 
in order to ascertain how far the views of 
Mr. French, on that poiat, agree with those 
of the British Medical Association, as stated 
in their Petition, founded on the printed 
* Outlines” made known at the last anni- 
versary meeting. 

(The deputation was then named, and the 
Secretary instructed to write to Mr. French, 
to know when it would be convenient to 
receive them, and also to eaclose a copy of 
the * Outlines of Medical Reform” for his 
perusal. } 

8. That as various members (of the House 
of Commons) have strongly urged that 
numerous Petitions on the subject of Medical 
Reform would be more useful at the present 
time thao at any other; that the attention of 
the Editor of Tne Lancet, and the public 
press, be pointed to the subject, and that 
the Medical Profession throughout the 
kingdom be requested to act upon this 
suggestion, 

4. That the Secretary do write to the 
Marquis of Normanby, to request his Lord- 
ship to present the Petition of the British 
Medical Association to the House of Lords, 

In the course of the evening a member 
laid on the table a copy of a Petition to the 
House of Commons on Medical Reform, 
which was presented from bim to the House 
on Friday night last, by Mr. French, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Adjourned to Feb, 12th, at 7) P.M. 


ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL, 


Tuere were several operations performed 
on Saturday. Lithotomy on a child about 
three years old; removal of a steatomatous 
tumour from the inside of a boy's thigh; 
and the formation of an artificial pupil by 
Mr. Tyrrell. In the stone case, after open- 
ing the urethra in the usual manner, a nar- 
row koife, slightly curved, and blunt fora 
little distance from its point, was introduced 
into the staff, and pushed through the pros- 
tate, the section of which was enlarged in 
withdrawing the knife. A little delay oc- 
curred in extracting the stone, it being so 
large that the external wound was not long 
enough to allow the handles of the forceps 
to open sufficiently wide. Mr. Tyrrell then - 
asked for dressing forceps, and soon re- 
moved the stone, 


. 
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Three amputations were performed by 
Mr. South, One below the knee, making a 
flap of the gastroenemius and solceus, on 
account ef compound fracture of the head of 
the tibia, A flap operation above the knee, 
for disease of the knee-joint; and a fap on 
the fore-arm for disease of the carpus. Mr. 
South also removed a diseased testis. All 
the patients are going on well, 


Several severe accidents have been ad- 
mitted during the past week, One man had 
a fracture of the base of the skull, with 
rupture of the lateral sinus, and several 
broken ribs, from falling into the hold of a 
vessel. A girl, age 17, had fracture of the 
spinous processes and arches of the first and 
second dorsal, and also of the body of the 
first lambar vertebra. She had been walk- 
in Thames-street, and a sack of wool from a 
crane fell on her and her father, who was 
also injured. Coroner's Inquests were held 
on the two; Verdict found “ Accidental 
Death.” 


ATTEMPTED POISONING WITH AMMONIO- 
CHLORIDE OF MERCURY. 

Elizabeth Houghton, admitted January 
17, 1840, ander the care of Dr. Robert Wil- 
liams. Being in a state of great distress, 
she determined on self-destruction, and ap- 
plied, with her last penny, to a druggist for 
some arsenic. She was refused, and went 
to another and bought white precipitate, 
mixed it well up with water and drank it. 
Symptoms similar to those related in 
Emery’s case, cameon, but much less severe. 
The stomach-pump was used; olive oil 
and mucilage given frequeutly ; castor oil 
next day, aod camphor mixture. She is 
now quite well. 

There can be little doubt, that had this 
woman died, a verdict of “ Temporary In- 
sanity” would have been returned, as in 

"s case, under the direction of the 
Coroner; yet nothing would appear more 
absurd to those who have talked with her. 


MEDICAL REFORM. 


MEETING OF THE NORTH OF ENGLAND 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


Tue first meeting of this Association was 
held on Tuesday, the 2ist of January, in 
the lecture-room of the Literary and Phi- 
losophical Society, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
Upwards of seventy members of the medical 
profession were present, 

Dr. Heaptam, on opening the meeting, 
observed that the end at which they aimed 
was the public good ; they were united for 
the purpose of raising the character and 
station of the medical profession, and ren- 
dering it more useful to society, He re. 


gretted that any members of the 

should stand aloof from the Association. 
Some of these, he believed, were inflrerced 
by the consideration that they woula them- 
selves benefit little by medical reform; 
Others, perhaps, conceived that the reform 
would be effected without their individual 
aid. But such motives were not justifiable, 
However much, individually, they were 
independent of the evils attendant upon 
the present state of the medical profession, 
they were nevertheless bound, by their duty 
to the public, to assist in providing a re- 
medy. 

Dr. Wutre moved that the laws be 
adopted, and spoke on the advantages that 
would result from the present union of the 
medical profession, and the changes which 
that union was intended to achieve. 

Dr. De Mey seconded the motion, which 
was unanimously passed. 

Mr. Carter then read the Report of the 
Committee, for which we regret that at 
present we have not space. 

Dr. Brown observed, that the secretary 
had now read a full and adequate Report 
of all the real grievances of the medical 
profession, admitting of a legislative re- 
medy ; and he had much pleasure in moving 
that the Report be received and adopted. 
He particularly approved of it, because of 
its keeping steadily in view practical 
utility. The French took the lead in patho- 
logical anatomy, the Germans in microsco- 
pic observations, the English in practical 
utility—in the power of mitigating human 
suffering, and saving human life. (Ap- 
plause.) On the subject of the remunera- 
tion of the general practitioner, he would 
observe, that the present system cried 
loudly for reform. e sum of 3s. 6d. was 
charged for what, it was well known, was 
worth no more than twopence. ( Laughter.) 
This was nothing better than obtaining 
money under false pretences. Sight was 
altogether lost of what the patient really 
paid for—the time, labour, and skill 
of his medical attendant. This was an evil 
which stood in great need of correction, 
Then, again, as to the education of medical 
men. A man whom the first medical school 
in the world had declared fit to practise, 
could not, under the present system, occupy 
the lowest grade of the profession (he 
spoke it not offensively) in this country— 
that was, not legally. It was done, but it 
was in violation of the law—of an absurd, 
unjust law. 

. Lyxcu would second the motion of 
Dr. Brown, though he differed, in some de- 
gree, from the Report. Still, the points of 
difference were not so great as to prevent 
him from supporting the Report; and, as 
unanimity was highly desirable in the Asso- 
ciation, he had risen to second the motion. 
There would always be differences of 
grade, but these differences need not com- 


education of the student, 
Ali should 


of general practice, it was a thing which 
could not be. The wants of the public had 
called inte existence a class that both prac- 
tised and ded. Ine ion, Dr. 
Lynch remarked, that it was not possible 
for one mind to grasp the whole extent of 
medical science. To excel, it was neces- 
sary that a man should devote himself more 
especially to one department—to that de- 
partment which most accorded with his in- 
clinations; and this particular devotion of 
the mind to one branch, after the student 
had completed his general education in the 
whole, was the only legitimate foundation 
of differences of grade. (Applause.) 

Dr. Kyorr also addressed the meeting, 
and observed that he would prefer the word 

“division” to “grade.” “Grade” pre- 
su med that there were higher and lower 
branches of the medical profession. “ Divi- 
sion” was a better word; the man who 
saved his life in a caseof external disease 
rendered him an equal service to that of the 
man who cured him of some dangerous in- 
ternal affection; and the one was entitled to 
stand on the same level as the other iu the 
imepeal profession. 

The motion having been unanimously 
carried, the following Petition, founded 
upon the Report, and intended for presenta- 
tion to each of the two Houses of Parlia- 
ment, was read to the meeting :— 

The Petition of the President and Mem- 
bers of the North of England Medical 
Association, 

Hume y Suewetsa,—That your Petitioners 
(consisting of physicians and surgeons re- 
sident in the counties of Northumberlaad, 
Durham, and Cumberland) for a 
length of time deplored the evil conse- 
quences ensuing, not only to their own body, 
but to society in general, from the want of 
an adequate legal! constitution for the medi- 
cal profession of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland: 

That questions relating to the public 
health have not hitherto, in the opinion of 
your Petitioners, received from the Legisla- 
ture of this country a degree of attention 
commensurate with their importance. The 
laws which have been passed with a view 
to regulate medical affairs, have not been 
safficient to guard the public against the 
pernicious practices of ignorant pretenders 
to medical and surgical skill, or to protect 
the educated and duly authorised practi- 
tioner from an unfair and unjust competition 
with persons who can produce no evidence 
of their having made a suitable preparation 


for the responsible aud difficult duty of 
treating the various diseases to which the 
human frame is liable: 

That impostors of every description are, 
in consequence, allowed to prey upon so- 
ciety; and empiricism, in its most aggra- 
vated forms, is suffered to pursue ap uaia- 
terrupted and most dangerous career, to the 
detriment of the public safety, and the 
scandal of a great aad civilised empire : 

That chemists and druggists are 
to prepare and dispense every description 
of medicine, and to sell the most deadly 

isons, without supervision or controul. 

hey are, furthermore, in the constant habit 
of takieg upon themselves the task of pre- 
scribing for diseases with whose nature it 
is impossible they can be acquainted : 

That the colleges and corporate institu- 
tions whieh at this time preside over the 
medical profession, are wholly unequal to 
the correction of the abuses complained of 
by medical men, The constitation of these 
bodies is defective and objectionable ia the 
extreme, they being for the most part go- 
verned by self elected couacils, the members 
of which are irresponsible, and bold their 
offices for life. Your Petitioners woukl 
beg to represent, that the members of the 
profession are, from their station and re- 
spectability, ent‘itled to the privileges, at 
least, of maaicipal and parliamentary elec- 
tors, and should be allowed to have some 
controul over the management of the insti- 
tutions to which is committed the protection 
of their interests : 

That the state of Medical Education ia 
Great Britain is such as to require consider- 
able amendment, there being in the United 
Kingdom not fewer than nineteen sources 
from whence are obtained diplomas and 
licences to practise, each varying from ano- 
ther in the extent of the education thereby 
enjoined, and the examination instituted, as 
well as in the privileges conferred. Your 
Petitioners have no hesitation in declaring 
such diversity in the education and exami- 
sation of candidates for medical practice, 
to be not only absurd and unnecessary, but 
injurious to the cause of science, inasmuch 
as those institations will ever be most re- 
sorted to by stndents which afford the 
greatest facilities, as to duration of study 
aod strictness of examination, for obtaining 
their diplomas or licences : 

Your Petitioners, therefore, pray, that 
your Honourable House will adopt such 
measures as will confer a ang medical 
profession a sound and efficient legal con- 
stitution, and place it under a system of 
government based upom such principles as 
shall protect the interests alike of its mem- 
bers and the public—insure uniformity of 
education and examination for all who enter 
— of privi on practitioners through- 

out England, Scotland, and Ireland : 
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ihe period 

nor at the period 

be educated alike, and the different walks 

of the profession should be open to the 

choice of its members after they had gra- 

duated—let them dispense, or not, as their 

inclinations prompted. As for the abolition 
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And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, 
will ever pray, &e. 

The Petition having been adopted, 

Dr. G. Fire proposed, that the Council 
be instracted to prepare, and forward to the 
Home Secretary, a Memorial, setting forth 
the necessity of a reform of the medical in- 
stitutions of the country, and the better 

lation of medical practice. 
anks were then voted to the Chairman 
by acclamation. 

About forty gentlemen retired to dinner, 
the worthy President of the Association, 
Dr. Headlam, in the chair, The vice-chair 
was filled by William Greene, Esq., of Dur- 
ham. Several excellent speeches were made 
during the evening, aud harmony and good 
feeling were the characteristics of the social 
meeting. —Gateshead Observer. 

We congratulate the members of the North 
of Eogland Medical Association on the 
events of the day. In the following article 
we shall give a few more evidences of the 
all-prevailing agitation of the season, from 
which the handful of opponents of Medical 
Reform, in the Colleges and Hospitals, may 
wisely learn how vain will be their strife 
against the universal will of their profes- 
sional brethren. 


AGITATION OF MEDICAL REFORM 
IN IRELAND AND SCOTLAND. 


Tue good example of the profession in 


ably require alterations for the operation of 
a pew Act containing these provisions, 
At a meeting of the 


College of Surgeons in Edinburgh, 
held on the 26th of October last, it was 
nnanimously resol ved,— 

That a Memorial on the subject of Me- 
dical Reform be forwarded, without delay, 
to the Secretary of State. 

That a Committee be authorised to for- 
ward Petitions, of a similar import, to both 
Houses of Parliament in the next session ; 
and that all parties interested in this import- 
ant matter be invited to co-operate with the 
College in endeavouring to impress on the 
Government and the Legisiature, the neces- 
sity of some effectual steps being taken for 
remedying the grievances uoder which the 
profession at present labours—grievances 
which affect injuriously the interests of the 
public, by depriving them, in particular 
situations, of the professional services of the 
best qualified practitioners. 

Other documents published by the Dublin 
journal, are from the North of England Me- 
dical Association, and the Eastern Medical 
Association of Scotland. These have al- 
ready appeared in Tue Lancer. They are 
followed by a long letter from 


Dr, Lynch, of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 


whose exertions in the cause of science and 
Medica! Reform are uoremittingly employ- 


England is well matehed ia Ireland, where | ed, 


the highest interest is felt on the subject. 
The “ Dublin Medical Press,” of January 
15, contains many documenis relating to 
Medical Reform. The 
Council of the Medical Association of 
Ireland 
has addressed a Memorial to the Marquis of 
Normanby, placing, in a strong light, the 
present degraded and neglected condition of 
the profession, and suggesting the ado oe any 
of means for securing a body of educa 
dical men for the public and private service. 
To accomplish this important object, the 
Council urge the adoption of a legislative 
enactment, establishing one tribunal in each 
of the three kingdoms, without whose 
license no person shall be regarded as a 
legally qualified medical practitioner ; such 
license to confer, on all its professors, 
equa! privileges, and be granted upon simi- 
lar examinations successfully passed. For 
= promotion of such a tribunal three plans 
are propounded ; Ist, That the members 
should be nominated and controlled by the 
Crown ; 2od, Or elected by, and made re- 
sponsible to, the whole profession ; 3rd, Or 
inted by a mixed arrangement between 
Crown and the Profession. The me- 
morialists wisely refrain from advising that 
the new arrangements should interfere with 
existing medical i of course ex- 
cepting in such respects as weuld unavoid- 


Dr. Lyxcu objects to the plans of the 
British and Provincial Medical Associa- 
tions ; lst, Because of what he regards as 
the extensive and exclusive powers which 
they demand; and, 2adiy, On the ground of 
the election of the members of the new 
faculty. 

Dr. Lyxcu remarks that any attempt to 
remove, “at one full swoop,” all existing 
medical corporations, might be fatal to the 
proposed measure in the House of Com- 
mons, certainly so in the House of Lerds, 
Instead of this plan—not that Dr. Lyach 
has any love for the corrupt iastitutions—he 
proposes thata Board of Controul be esta- 
blished, to consist solely of medical 
one-half or two-thirds to be elected by their 
brethren, and the rest to be nominated by 
the Government. This board not to have the 
power of examining candidates for licenses 
or diplomas, but yet to be invested with 
powers, in other respects similar to those 
which the medical associations propose to 
confer on the national faculty. Th 
to have the power of regulating the “ curri- 
cula ” of the now-existing medical corpora- 
tions, and keep a registry-office, wherein the 
possessors of all diplomas, Xc., should be 
registered by name; no diplomas which are 
obtained in disregard of the regulations en- 
joined by this board, to be registerable ; and 


no person to be permitted to practise medi- 


40 
cine unless furnished with a registered di- 


ploma. 

This is not the place to discuss fully the 
doctrines of medical reform or legislation ; 
otherwise we should show that this scheme 
is at variance with the first principles of 
sound legislation. 


REFORM tate LONDON COLLEGE 
OF SURGEONS. 

Amonest other topics which the con- 

tinued discussion of medical reform is elicit. 

ing amongst members of the London College 


of Surgeons, the regulations of the museum 
and library are again much canvassed, | 
The humiliating distinctions that are made | 
between the members in and out of power, | 
are worse brooked than ever. “ With other | 
vexatious acts of your council, say the 


the members to the president,” is that of ex- | pro 


cluding us from the possession, each, of a 
copy of the library catalogue, without the 
payment of twelve shillings, while each 
member of your council is presented with it 
gratuitously. As members we ought each 
to receive a copy on application. Your | 
copies are, severally, neatly enveloped, and 
forwarded. As a member, no surgeon can 
introduce a friend to look around the col- 
lege building without first obtaining leave 
from, or notifying his wish to, the secretary. | 
The porter who is appointed to look after 
the library and museum member's entry- 
book, and to open and shut the doors, instead 
of being respectful in his duties, is tainted 
with the same vice as his superiors, and 
treats the general member as a cypher.” 
This contumelious behaviour is observed in 
the servants of no other scientific body in 
London. The degradations to which the 
members are subjected are not seen or felt 
by the great majority of the members, from 
their not being within visiting distance of 
the college, but, knowing them, they will 
regard them as evidences of disposition and 
character, which are not particularly honour- 
able to the corporate body. 


TREATMENT OF CHLOROSIS WITH 
THE LACTATE OF IRON, 


Tue lactate of iron has recently been 
introduced into practice by MM, Gelis and 
Conté, internes at La Charité. Reflecting on 
the difficulty of administering the prepara- 
tions of iron, these gentlemen recommend 
the use of the lactate in lozenges. This 
preparation is very soluble, and may be 
administered in much smaller doses than 
other preparations of iron—the subcarbonate, 
for example. M. Bouillaud never gives 
more than 20 grains in the 24 hours; MM. 


Andral and Fouquier seldom exceed 12 
grains. 


TREATMENT OF CHLOROSIS, 


The following cases show the effects of 

lactate of iron in cases of chlorosis :— 
Cast L—M. Anprat. 

Josephine Leiter, 17 years of age, ad- 
mitted on the 23rd November last. Seven 
months ago she was much frightened, and 
since then her health has rapidly declined, 
The menstrual discharge became irregular, 
and of small quantity; appetite lost; the 
least exercise produced palpitation of the 
heart and blowing respiration ; bruit de diable 
in the carotids. 

Twenty days after admission she com- 
menaced taking the lactate of iron in doses of 
six grains a day. On the 10th day her 
appetite was much improved; the dose was 
increased gradually to 12 grains. On the 
6th of Jacuary the catamenia appeared ; 
they were abundant, and the blood was of a 
good colour. Since then she rapidly im- 


. 

Case 
M, Fovevurer. 

Caroline Blessodser, 21 years of age, en- 


joying good health, had always menstruated 
‘regularly up to the age of 19, when the 


catamenia were suddenly arrested by her 
imprudence in pluaging the hands in cold 
water during the flux. The suppression 
persisted for 18 months, and was accom- 
panied by all the symptoms of chlorosis. 
On the 19th month the menses reappeared 
under the use of iron and other emmena- 
gogaes, but were soon suppressed again, 
and remained so for four months. 

Present State.—Face puffed; appetite 
lost ; bowels constipated ; palpitation of the 
heart on the least exercise; headach; ver- 
tigo; pain and adema of the lower extre- 
a bruit de souffle in the heart ; slight 
ever. 

Nov. 22 (the day after admission). Six 
grains of lactate of iron. 

24. Appetite improved. 

26. Headach and fever have disappeared. 
Eight grains. 

29. Appearance of the menses. 
grains. 

30. Neuralgia of the supra-orbital nerve. 
Twelve grains, 

Dec. 4. Appetite good; no palpitation; 
no vertigo, &c. 

6. Discharged quite well. 

Case axp AMENORRNG@A 
AFTER DELIVERY. 

A lady, 22 years of age, was delivered in 
November, 1839. The labour was followed 
by phlebitis of the lower extremities and 
well-marked chlorotic symptoms ; paleness 
and tumefaction of the face; palpitations 
and blowing on the least exercise; gastral- 

ia; suppression of the menses, which had, 

itherto, been regular. During the summer 
the patient went to the country, and became 
much better ; but, on her return to Paris, the’ 
symptoms of chlorosis recurred with ip 
creased force, 


Ten 
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Dec. 1. Lactate of iron, in the dose of 
eight grains every day. Three days after- 
wards increased appetite; in eight days 
loss of the babitual paleness; in a fortnight 
the patient was able to take a long walk; 
and about the beginning of January, 1840, 
the chlorotic symptoms had completely dis- 
appeared. On the 10th, 14 months after 
delivery, the catamenia reappeared for the 
first time.— French Lancet, Jan. 23, 1840. 


THE LATE BARON RICHERAND. 

Baron Ricweranp, Professor of the Fa- 
culty of Medicine, Paris, died on the 23rd 
of Jannary last. M. Richerand was born on 
the 5th of February, 1779, at Beliey, a small 
town in the department of Aix, which has 
already furnished the capital of France with 
some of its most celebrated physicians, 
Recamier, Bichat, &c. At the age of 17 
Richerand left his native town for Paris, 
where he commenced the stady of medicine, 
and such was the ardour of the young aspi- 
rant to distinction, that, after having studied 
only two years, he commenced lecturing as 
a private teacher. At the age of 22 he pub- 
lished the first edition of his“ New Elements 
of Physiology.” This work has continued, 
since the time of its publication, to enjoy a 
high degree of popularity; it has been 


translated into most of the European lan- 
guages, even into Chinese, and is well 
known in our own country through Dr. | 
Copeland's excellent translation. Richerand 
dedicated his work to Fourcroy,and through 
him became acquainted with the most cele- 
brated characters of the time. He was soon 
appoioted assistant-surgeon to the Hospital | 
of St. Louis, aod at the age of 29 became 
one of the Professors of the School of Medi- 
cine. During nearly half a century he con- | 
tinued his labours at the hospital without | 
intermission, and sunk at length full of | 
years and honour, loved and respected by 
all who knew him. M. Richerand was 
Professor of the Faculty of Medicine, Senior 
Surgeon of the Hospital of St, Louis, Pre- | 
sident of the Medical Jury for Paris, and 
Knight of the Orders of the Legion of 
Honour, St. Michel, St. Anne, St. Wlad- 
mir, &c. 


PROFESSOR BLUMENBACH 


Died at Géttingen, on the 22nd of 
January, aged 88. Fourteen years ago (in 
1826) he celebrated the fiftieth anniversary 
of his professorship. “ For some years, how- 
ever,” says a correspondent at Hanover, 
“he bas been dead to science, so that the 
University now loses only his illustrious 
bame, 


John Frederic Blumenbach was born at 
Gotha, in the year 1752, and took his de- 
gree of Doctor of Medicine at the University 
of Gottingen in 1775. On the following 
year he was appointed Conservator of the 
Museum of Natural History; in 1778, Pro« 
fessor of the Practice of Medicine ; and in 
1812, Secretary of the Royal Society of 
Sciences. Blumenbach wrote his inaugural 
thesis in 1775, on “The Varieties of the 
Human Race,” and thence continued to 
labour with unwearied zeal in this interest- 
ing field of observation, His collection of 
human skulls was the richest in the world, 
In the year 1787 Blamenbach published 
the first edition of his “Elements of Phy- 
siology.” This work once existed in an 
English form; now a travestied copy is sold 
under the title of “ Elliotson’s Physiology.” 


DISCOLOURATION OF THE GUMS 
IN LEAD COLIC, 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 
Sin:—The discussions that have arisen 
at the Medico-Chirurgical, and Westminster 
Medical Societies, on the peculiar colour 
that is observable in the gums in cases of 
lead colic, lead to the conclusion that the 
subject is new, not only to those societies, 
but, by inference, to the profession gene- 
rally. The following facts prove that such 
is not the case; nevertheless, great credit 
is due to Dr. Burton for placing the subject 
so prominently before the profession. 
wo years and a half since I was attend- 
ing a case of well-marked painters’ colic 
(the patient, James Parslow, baving had 
previous attacks of the same disease), with 
Mr. John Thompson, surgeon, of Tedding- 
ton, who directed my attention to the peca- 
liarly blue colour of the gums (particularly 
of the gums near to the lower incisors), as 
diagnostic of the presence of lead in the 
system. I was struck with the symptom, 
though I then believed it to arise from 
another cause; but cases that have since 
occurred in my practice have entirely con- 
vinced me that the observation was well 
founded. 
Mr. Thompson became acquainted with 
the fact while with Mr. Leighton, of New- 
castle, in 1832 and 1833 (between two and 
three years anterior to the date at which 
Dr. Burton states that he commenced his 
observations), while attending the white- 
lead and shot-factories of Messrs. Parker 
and Walker, and Messrs. Locke, Biackett, 
and Co., and he states that the workmen 
themselves were cognisant of the discoloura- 
tion, and its cause. I am, Sir, yours truly, 


Georce Tayior, M.D. 


Kingston, Jan, 29, 1840, 
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WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL, 


Some pupils have been threatened with 
dismissal or suspension at this hospital, for 
riotous and otherwise unbecoming conduct 
on Friday last. With more of cunning than of 
prudence, the know-nothing Canvipares for 
the diploma,“ took up the cause of the crusty 
Examiner of the Cotttce or Scretons, 
on Friday, and determined to make a de- 
monstration ” to that effect, by selecting the 
fivst Governor wb-~ they believed to be ua- 
favourabie to Si: Antony's present posi- 
tion in the hospital, whom they could venture 
to attack on his attending at the Board- 
room. A knot of these brave youths hav- 
ing placed themselves in the hall, one of 
the Governors was assailed on the stairs 
leading to the Board-room, aud attempted 
to be thrown over the bannisters! The Go- 
vernors who had been allowed to pass un- 
assailed, aroased by the noise of the attack, 
were about to re-appear, but the assaulted 
gentleman having kept the youths at bay, 
entered the room, and no interference, ex- 
cepting to threaten the punishment of ex- 
pulsion for the proceeding, was required, 
or employed. On the intercession, hew- 
ever, of the assanited Governor and Mr. 
Axytuony the matter was allowed 
to remain undecided until the next Board- 
day (Tuesday the 4th inst.), in order tu afford 
the young men the alternative of apologising 
for their conduct, whea one of the Gover- 
nors was found uncivilised enough publicly 
to sanction the outrage. 

A Doctor Brooxe, of Keppel-street, Ras- 
sell-square, transformed the unmanly dis- 
turbance into “ merely a hearty cheer at the 
arrival of the gentleman who had last en- 
tered the room,”"—a “ cheer,’ observed 
Mr. Wuitr, “more like that of maniacs 
than any other sort of persons.” The names 
of the ringleaders having been laid before 
the Committee, on Tuesday the Governor 
kindly attended the Board-room to vote for 
mercy towards the youths. On that occa- 
sion Mr. Lynn moved the erasure from the 
minutes of al! notice of the riot, the Board 
having received an ample apology from the 
two most active of the rioters, and the other 
persons whose names had been forwarded 
to the Committee, having solemnly denied 
that they partook, in any way, in the uproar, 
Some conversation ensued on Mr. Lynn's 
motion, which Mr. Bicxwett remarked cer- 


tainly could not be entertained until it was 
proved that no uproar had occurred. W here- 
apon Mr. Lywnw said that “he did not re- 
gret that the attack had been made, on some 
grounds.” This called up the assaulted 
Governor, who spoke to the following effect : 

Mr. Cuarnman, it was my intentioa, on 
entering this room, to remain silent at this 
discussion, and silent 1 should have been 
but for the concluding remark of Mr. Lynn, 
whose ill-natured observation cannot sur- 
prise me, as it is in accordance with the 
animus which has actuated some of the me- 
dical Governors of this Charity with refer- 
ence to the matters at present under consi- 

in your Tostitution. It is not many 
weeks since that Sir Anrnony Carutere 
earnestly recommended the students of this 
hospital to attack one of the Governors 
“with sticks,” and you will all recollect a 
particular observation of a medical Governor 
at the entrance of a colleague into this room, 
at the last meeting. Probably had the 
young men, in the excitement with which 
they had fired themselves, fractured my 
skull over the bannisters, Dr. Brooke would 
have thought that the violence was only a 
sacrifice to the feelings of the stu- 
dents. As to the attack itself, I feel that 
my judgment may be marked by too strong 
feelings, were I to be influenced by the fact 
which I have learned, bat of which some of 
the Governors may be in ignorance, that a 
meeting was held at which it was agreed to 
assault one of the Governors as he entered 
the hospital. Thus, Sir, I find that the at- 
tack was premeditated, and not a saddenly 
designed but rude expression of opinion, 
and this greatly alters the case, however 
friendly I myself and the other Gov*-nors 
may be, to the free expression of opinioas in 
a publicinstitution, This riot was premedi- 
tated, and is now sanctioned by one of our 
surgeons, who says that he does not regret 
the jeopardy of my life. That assertion 
little becomes one of our medical officers,— 
the medical functionary of a public Charity, 
—one professing to be a gentleman, a man of 
humane feelings,—applied, too, to one who 
simply comes here to fulfil his duty to the 
patients and the public. It may not be my 
ambition to court the approbation of Mr. 
Lysx. Todo that might be to desert a more 
proper object. 

The motion of Mr. Lyxn not being se- 
conded it was immediately withdrawn. 

At the close of the meeting a policeman 
attended to prevent either of the Governors 
from becoming the objects of any new as- 
sault, which any of the thoughtless young 
men might attempt to commit, forgetful of 
the gloss which had just been put upon 
their former proceedings by the apologies 
and denials. The constable fulfilled bis 


mission, and the youths cautiously contented 
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“That the Committee desire to record 


themselves with some harmless noises, such ypon the Board Minutes their sense of the 


as intoxication might produce. The facts 
are likely to be brought under the notice of 
the House of Commons, in a Petition on 
the preseat mode of goverament and election 
in the metropolitan hospitals. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Sir :—Should any notice be taken in your 
Journal of the recent proceedings at the 
Westminster Hospital, will be so good 
as to meotion that the of the party 
who undertook to oppose themselves to the 
Governors, by committing the assault in 
the hospital, is a Mr. Jonw Watsn, from 
Worcester, who has for some time been 


a house-pupil in that Institution. 1 am, Sir, 
your very obedient servant, 

A Governor, 
Westminster, Feb. 5th, 1840. 


CONTINUATION OF THE INQUIRY CONCERNING 
SIR A, CARLISLE, 

The friends of Sir Awtuony, not being 
satisfied with the investigation into the 
cases of Wu. Mayo and Joun James (the 
result of which was reported io Tue 
Lawcer of the 25th ult.), insisted on a 
further inquiry into the subject. After a 
lengthened discussion, and a re-examination 
of Mr. Ancner (who was said to be con- 
fused on the former occasion), with other 
evidence, which occupied the greater part 
of tuo days, the friends of Sir Awtuony 
submitted the following resolution to the 
Board :— 

Moved by Mr. Ayrton,seconded by Mr. 
Brooke. 

“ That the statements which have ap- 
peared in Tue Lancer (No. 17, Vol. L., 
1839—40 ), impagning the professional 
petency of Sir Anrwony CaRLis.e, senior 
surgeon of the Westminster Hospital, fouad- 
ed on gross misrepresentations, are devoid 
of truth, and scandalous, and if left uncon 
tradicted would not only prove highly de- 
trimental to the reputation of a gentleman, 
who has, with the most anabated zeal, the 
most unwearied activity, and in the most 
able and beneficial manner, served this | 
Institution during a period of forty-six 
years, but might also make an injerions im- | 
pression on the public generally, and have a | 
strong tendency to lessen the usefulness of | 
this Charity, by diminishing that confidence 
in the knowledge and skill of its medical 
officers, which, confessedly, acts with so 
much influence on the minds of patients, 
and is often so essential to their recovery.” | 

Whereupon the subjoined amendment, 
proposed by Mr. Bicx weit, and seconded 
by Mr. Witttam Freeman, was carried 


| benefits which the Hospital has derived from 
the services of Sir Avrwony Cartiste for 
a very long period of years, in which he has 
evinced the most kind and geotlemanly 
deportment and great professional talents ; 
and the Committee desire also to ex 
their hope, that whenever Sir Car- 
Liste may consider it conducive to his own 
comfort and convenience to deprive the 
Institution of his regular alternate attend- 
ance as one of the Surgeons of the Hospital, 
he will oblige them by continuing to the 
Hospital the benefits of his judgment and 
advice as Consulting Surgeon, and by con- 
tinuing to the Committee his useful assist- 
ance as a Member of the Board, with every 
privilege which may at any time heretofore 
have been attached to the office of Consult- 
ing Surgeon.” 
The reader will see that this reso- 

lution constitutes a polite invitation to Sir 
ANTHONY to retire from his present office, 


CASE OF A 


WOMAN PREGNANT WITH FIVE 
CHILDREN, 
Decror Evory Kexxepy produced five 
foetuses, with their involucra, the product 
of a single abortion, at the meeting of the 
Dublin Pathological Society, beld on the 
14th instant. The patient had been attend- 
ed by his late assistant, Doctor Thwaites, 
and pupils of the hospital, and the facts of 
her case were accurately noted, so that decep- 
tion was impossible. The specimen produced, 
Dr. Kennedy stated to be the multiparient 
conception of a female, who aborted when, 
as she stated, she was three months’ gone 
|with child. The case was one in which 
| there appeared to be three distinct ova ; two 
|of these were twins, the third was single, 
| so that Gve foetuses co-existed in utero, On 
examining the preparation, Dr. Kennedy re- 
j}marked, that, closely viewed, it would be 
| found that those on each side differed from 
| the centre one. Each of the former possessed 
a common placenta, and membranes common 
|to both, with an intervening septam; but 
the central one is distinct and perfect in it- 
self, having its own placenta and mem- 
branes. Some persons have been disposed 
to question the occurrence of these multi- 
parous births; and indeed it must be ac- 
knowledged that the popular opinions, and 
even recorded cases, on the subject, are 
sufficiently extravagant ; as for instance, the 
Countess of Hannenberg’s case, in which it 
was stated that 365 children were produced 
at a birth. But without taxing our credulity 
in these cases too far, we have er 
a few well.authenticated instances on record, 
in which women have given birth to five 


it was 
re- 

some 
sulted 
: 
>a, on 
it this 

been 
LYNN, 
 gur- 
h the 
me- 
refer- 
ronsi- 
many 

LISLe 
f this 
rnors | 
ecta | 
ernor | 
oom, 
| the 
yhich 
| my 
ould 
nly a 

stu- 

that 
rong 
fact 
pe of 
bata 
ed to 
ered 
at- 
enly 
nion, 
ever 
nors 
as in 
yeddi- 

our 
gret 
‘tion 
rity, 
who 
the 
my 

Mr. 
nore 

se- 
man 
hors 
 as- 
ung 
1 of 
pen 
gies 

bis 

/ 


744 


children at a time. One of these, that of 
Guiseppa Califani, occurred lately at 
Naples ; and we have the details of another, 
which took place in Franklin County, in 
America, about twelve years ago, recorded 
by Doctor Paddock. There is also said to 
be a similar preparation in the British 
Museum, It is extremely curious and inte- 
resting, as connected with the history of 
multiparous births, that in this respect 
Ireland preponderates over all other nations, 
and that the Irish females are unequalled in 
the ratio'of their fecundity. The proportion 
of twin cases in Dublin is one in sixty ; in 
America (where, it is to be recollected, there 


is a large number of Irish emigrants) the | 


portion is one in seventy-five ; in London 
t is one in ninety-one; while in France, 
longo interrallo,” itisone in 140. In proof 
of the rarity of five twin-children, Doctor 
Kennedy further remarked, that out of 
140,000 cases recorded in the Lying-in Hos- 
pital of Dublin, there is no instance of five 
children at « birth. There is one case of four, 
but none of five. It is a curious fact, that 
in the American case the mother was an 
Irish woman, and had recently arrived io 
America. It may, perhaps, be considered 
equally curious that in the case detailed by 
Doctor Kenaedy the father was a man of 
small stature, et. about thirty, without any 
remarkable personal development, and by 
trade a tailor! The woman, the subject of 
the present memoir, whose name is Sarah 
Hickey, is twenty-eight years of age. She 
was married about two years ago, and 
within nine mooths after brought forth her 
firstchild. This conception was uniparient, 
After the lapse of six months she again com 
ceived of the fetuses alluded to; and ob- 
served that during the pregnancy she in- 
creased very rapidly iu size, and suffered 
coastantly from bearing down, which ren- 
dered walking or standing almost impossi- 
ble. She had constant sickness of stomach 
—a symptom generally looked on as an evi- 
dence of compound pregnancy. As to the 
abortion, it would appear to have been pro- 
duced by inordinate distention of the uterus 
for its period, which, in its turn, led to 
parturient efforts, as the ova presented no 
morbid appea:ance. The foetuses, which are 
all males, do not appear to exceed the de- 
velopment usually observed about the se- 
cond month; and as Hickey menstruated 
on the 24th May, aod miscarried on the 26th 
August, it is more than probable she over 
calculated the duration of her pregnancy. 
This preparation is in Doctor Kennedy's 
museum, in the Dublia Lying-in Hospital. 
— Dub. Jour. Jan. 1840, 


DISEASES ASCRIBED TO ERGOT. 


I am decidedly of opinion, that in numer- 
ous iustances these diseases have had ori- 


ACTION OF ERGOT OF RYE. 


gins widely different and distinct. In many 
provinces w the spasms and gangrene 
ascribed to ergot have prevailed, ergot 
has been sparingly, and in others, not at all 
produced. In some instances, the season 
of the year in which these diseases have 
prevailed, renders it extremely improbable 
that ergot, admitting its use, could have re- 
tained sufficient activity to evince the viru- 
lence which history and tradition have as- 
cribed to it; and in others, the very sparing 
consumption of bread supposed to contain 
it, would require, to produce such notable 
effects, even greater activity in the drug 
| than its toxicological history will authorise 
us in ascribing to it. As a proof of the 
difficulty experienced in determining the 
etiology of dry gangrene, we repeatedly see 
it confounded with other diseases, widely 
different in their cause, but having a re- 
m.:able similitude in their appearance. 

Agvin, we are not justified in concluding 
that the diseases, when they occurred in 
those instances where ergotedrye was used, 
were solely in consequence of the deleterious 
effect of the grain itself. The bread was 
poor, and sometimes almost innutritive, 
hardly, indeed, calculated to sustain the 
physicial energies of the peasantry, and 
when we consider the fearful diseases which 
defective nourishment induces, we need not 
hesitate to infer, that, in many iustances, 
_ the supposed ergotism was occasioned, as M. 
Gissoud observes, by the people, in order to 
avoid actual famine, being compelled to live 
upon a sort of bread made of the meal of 
acorns, of gra es, of the roots of fern, 
and other such crade and iunutritious sab- 
stances. To prove the succession of pesti- 
lence to famine it is scarcely necessary to 
quote the apothegm, “ pestis post famem.” 
The records of history furnish proofs which 
abundantly substantiate the notion, my 
own experiments on animals by no means 
corresponding with those reported by the 
continental writers on the same subject. 
These ex periments are subsequently reported 
by the writer.—Abs, Mr. Bright, Edin, Med. 
Jour., Jan, 1840, 


Ediburgh, Tuesday, 4th February. 
Dr. J. T. Simpson, was to-day elected 
Professor of Midwifery in the University of 
this city, by a Majority of One Vote in the 
Town Council :— 


For Dr. Simpson ........ 17 
For Dr. Evory Kennedy... 16 


Screntiric Rewarv.—A high and de- 
served compliment has just been paid by a 
Foreign Society to Dr. Macartney, who 
had been named Honorary Member of the 
“ Societé Francaise de Statistique Univer- 
selle.” This Society contains amongst its 
members all the monarchs and eminent 
statesmen of Europe. 


